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Brownies without Borders 


Aaron Foss photo 


Sam Gordon, Reanne Malesky and Seth Dallaire hand 
out sweet treats at a bake sale to raise funds to sup- 
port Partners in Health Haitian earthquake relief 
efforts. To contribute to NECC’s Haiti Earthquake 
Relief Campaign visit, http://act.pih.org/page/out- 
reach/view/earthquake_group/NECC or join the 
group ‘NECC Helps Haiti’ on Facebook. 


Professors file health 
Insurance lawsuit 


NECC professor 
plaintiff in complaint 
against state of Mass. 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


A lawsuit filed by a group of 
adjunct community college professors, 
including one from NECC, alleges the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is 
denying health insurance to adjunct fac- 
ulty working at community and state 
colleges and violating a state law that 
expanded access to health care for all 
State residents. 

The lawsuit, filed by the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association 
along with the Massachusetts 
Community College Council and five 
adjunct faculty members, seeks health 
insurance coverage for part-time pro- 
fessors who teach five or more courses 
per semester at state public higher edu- 
cation institutions, yet are not covered 
by the state's health insurance plan. ~ 

There are currently 4,300 adjunct 
faculty members teaching at 
Massachusetts’ 15 community colleges. 
These part-time professors teach more 
than half of the courses at community 
colleges across the state, according to 
the Massachusetts Community College 
Council, the union that represents all 
faculty and professional staff at the 
community colleges. 

These adjunct professors also make 
up two-thirds of community college 
faculty statewide, according to the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council. 


At NECC, in spring 2009, adjunct 
professors made up slightly over two- 
thirds of the faculty, with 290 part-time 
adjunct faculty members teaching one 
or more class and 131 full-time faculty 
members. 

Adjunct professors are paid per 
course rather than salary. According to 
the Massachusetts Teachers 
Association, in the state community 
college system adjuncts are paid 
between $2,535 and $3,069 per three- 
credit course. Five courses per semester 
constitute a full teaching load. 

According to NECC English 
Professor Joseph LeBlanc, president of 
the Massachusetts Community College 
Council, there are hundreds of adjunct 
professors across the state teaching the 
equivalent of a full-time course load 
that are not considered eligible for state 
health insurance. 

According to the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association, about 500 
adjunct professors meet the state's defi- 
nition of part-time employees, working 
at least 18.75 hours a week, and there- 
fore should be eligible for state health 
insurance. The plaintiffs in the lawsuit 
argue that since adjunct instructors meet 
the definition of part-time employees, 
they must be treated as such. 

LeBlanc said the treatment of these 
adjunct faculty members by the state is 
unfair. 

“Their employers are choosing to 
use them, abuse them I would say, as 
they do and the state should be a 
responsible employer and provide them 
with health insurance,” he said. 

LeBlanc said the denial of health 
insurance from the state is even more 
unfair given the fact that a 2006 law in 
Massachusetts requires health insur- 


ance coverage for all residents. 

“We live in a state that provides 
universal health insurance and if the 
employer doesn't provide them with 
health insurance they have to pay for it 
out of pocket, and that's just wrong,” he 
said. 

One of those adjunct professors 
paying for health insurance out of pock- 
et is NECC English Instructor Patrick 
Lochelt, a plaintiff in the lawsuit. 

Lochelt teaches eight classes, more 
than a full-time course load, at NECC, 
Middlesex Community College and the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell. 
He is paid about $2,900 per course at 
the community colleges. 

“We're the best thing going for the 
schools with the way the economy is 
going, they save money on us,” Lochelt 
said. “In some ways, it really is 
exploitation. 

Adjunct professors are cheaper for 
colleges to hire, as they are not paid 
salary or benefits. There are 13 percent 
more adjunct professors teaching at 
community colleges now than six years 
ago, mainly due to a recent spike in stu- 
dent enrollment, according to the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association. 

While Lochelt said his course load 
is not typical for most adjunct profes- 
sors, his situation in teaching multiple 
courses at several different colleges is 
common among those who try to eam a 
full-time living as an adjunct professor, 
which makes having to pay for private 
health insurance even more difficult. 

“The principle behind this is we just 
think justice will prevail, we think it is 
wrong for the state to continue to use 
talented people and not provide them 
with a health insurance plan,” LeBlanc 
said. 


Bake sales for Haiti raise $836 


Student-run bake 
sales raise money for 
earthquake survivors 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


On Wednesday, Feb. 17, NECC 
student group members raised 
$619.02 during a bake sale to help 
Haiti. Groups consisting of the 
Community Outreach Group, 
Contemporary Affairs, Amnesty 
International, Christian Club, GSA, 
SDS and even a few faculty mem- 
bers made and brought in everything 
from soup to fruit to brownies and 
cookies. 

There were red and blue ribbons 
being handed out to people so they 
could show their support by wearing 
the colors of the Haitian flag. 


With steady crowds coming in 
between classes, students were eager 
to help out. A lot of people had a pos- 
itive approach about donating but 
there was probably an equal amount 
that didn’t want anything to do with 
it. Some would just walk straight by 
and ignore the volunteers asking for 
donations. 

“J think they’ve received enough 
help already,” said one student, 
briskly bypassing the event. 

Students in class during the 
hours of the bake sale may have 
heard some music coming from the 
C-lobby. Stefan Trogisch and Eric 
Kehoe brought their guitars and 
Greg Sheridan brought his drum. 
They played for hours straight, keep- 
ing spirits up and generating interest 
for the whole operation. 

The security guards walked by a 
few times, asking them to quiet 
down a bit due to kids in classrooms 
distracting their teachers by tapping 
to the beat of the music playing in 


the hall. The people in the lobby 
waiting for rides or for their next 
class to start were enjoying the 
music as well. Some were even 
dancing with the band that formed in 
the lobby. They even set out an open 
guitar case to help collect donations. 

Carthy Fabre was in the lobby 
donating his time by answering any 
questions students or faculty had 
about Haiti since he was outside of 
Port-au-Prince and helped with clean 
up after the earthquake. People 
seemed to have no trouble approach- 
ing him to find out more about the 
tragedy. Though some students were 
eager to learn more about the disas- 
ter, some hesitated to broach such a 
sensitive subject. 

Last Wednesday, Feb. 10, the 
GSA had a bake sale and raised 
$217.12, which they donated to the 
continuing Haiti fundraiser effort. 
This helped bring the total amount 
made from the two bake sales to 
$836.14. 


‘Aaivcon Hc jis 
Stefan Trogisch, Nigel Mainville, Greg Sheridan, Sam 
Gordon and Reanne Malesky work at the bake sale. 
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Texting in 
is no ‘lol’ 


EDITORIAL 


In the last issue of the Observer 
we asked students around campus a 
straightforward question, “How often 
do you text in class?” 

Surprisingly, most students said 
they often text in class. Although this 
shouldn't be surprising given the fact 
that almost every student on campus 
has a cell phone, and many are con- 
stantly attached to it. _ 

What was so surprising to us is 
that students so easily admitted to 
texting in class, like it was something 
that is just so normal to do. 

We've all been in a class where 
we see or sit next to someone who is 
constantly texting. Often this person 
thinks they are sly and that somehow 
the teacher standing six feet in front 
of them can't see them texting. Guess 
what, the teacher can see them tex- 
ting; it's obvious. Many teachers 
choose to ignore this, some say it 


class 
matter 


doesn't bother them because they 
aren't distracted by it. However, oth- 
ers will instruct students not to text 
and instruct them to leave the class- 
room if they are texting. 

Bottom line is constantly texting 
in class is rude. It’s obvious to the 
teacher and fellow classmates, and it 
is a distraction; the blinking light, the 
vibrating or beeping phone, the won- 
dering what is so important that needs 
to be said right now. 

While it is true that almost every- 
one has texted once or twice in class, 
it is these serial texters that make a 
college classroom seem more like a 
middle school lunchroom sometimes. 

So when you’re in class try to 
resist the urge to text. Professors 
could also make a habit of getting stu- 
dent’s cell phone numbers at the 
beginning of the semester, and when 
they see a texting offender in their 
class they could pull out their cell 
phones and send these students a sim- 
ple message: “Pay Attention!” 
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How do you feel about the school waiting so 
late to cancel classes on a snowy day? 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Lauren Barry Josh McDougall Lenny Silverman 
. Nursing Business Transfer General Studies: Music 
5 ee, ait west agree wea ne oil fl think it’s reasonable if it’s for “Well, it doesn’t really affect me “It is the matter of safety.” 
a your safety. because all my classes end at 12 


.m.” 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, P 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Pll decide class cancellations 


NECCS snow day 
decisions are a major 
inconvience to everyone 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


After a 
pleasingly 
mild winter 
thaw, the sea- 
son has struck 
back with a 
full on assault 
_ of snow, ice 
and appropri- 
ate tempera- 
tures. This also 
signals the 
retum of annoyance and frustration 
from students and faculty alike in 
Tesponse to the school’s winter 
weather policies. 

* NECC is notorious for failing to 
cancel classes, even under the most 
extreme conditions. The major bliz- 
zard that occurred on Dec. 9 of last 
year shut down the majority of local 
colleges and school districts, includ- 
ing the Haverhill system. However, 
NECC still held classes while many 
students arrived to find that their 
instructors had cancelled classes any- 
way. Dozens of classes were can- 
celled and the brave students who 
traveled to the campuses were rightly 
angered. 

On Feb. 10, the major storm pass- 
ing to our south left a total of 1.5 
inches in Haverhill, yet only night 
classes that day were canceled. I 


myself was sitting at work, not even 
thinking I may need to check the 
website for a cancellation possibility 
because of the mere dusting outside. 

Yet, I looked and saw that the 
school would be determining at 1 
p.m. whether classes would be held 
that afternoon. This proved a hin- 
drance to me as my class that after- 
noon was to be held at 1 p.m. so I 
may be making the half hour drive 
for absolutely no reason. If I choose 
not to go, I eat up one of the few 
alloted absences most teachers allow. 
Now I’m forced into this aggravating 
situation because the college decides 
to wait until the middle of the day to 
make its decision. When it does can- 
cel night class, students are again 
showing up to the school wondering 
why it has been closed with less than 
two inches of snow on the ground. 

I've heard a lot of students com- 
plaining that their teaches cancel 
classes, but the faculty doesn’t 
deserve the blame. The school itself 
makes the decision on snow days and 
the faculty shouldn't be forced to 
come in either. The college has 
angered plenty of students thus far 
who have had to drive in bad weath- 
er, leaving work or home early and 
spending gas money to find out there 
was no need to sit in that slow mov- 
ing line on the highway. 

Faculty shouldn't be forced - to 
work, nor students attend, when the 
weather is poor. Nobody should have 
to:put their safety at risk to come to a 
class for which they are paying. We 
aren't dumb and don't need the col- 
lege to tell us whether driving condi- 
tions are poor or not. We just assume 
the college will have the sense to do 


what's right and follow basic logic. 
Yet so far, the cancellations have 
been so illogical and stupid I quite 
honestly wonder if NECC President 
David Hartleb has made them while 
sitting in his office with the windows 
shut and asking a Magic 8 Ball. 

That being said, I'd like to volun- 
teer my services to the college to take 
over the snow decisions for the 
remainder of the winter season as I 
feel I can do a better job. No sarcasm 
meant, no joke to be had, I'll do the 
job for free and am willing to start 
immediately. That way the decisions 
can rest in capable hands and the 
community at large feel that someone 
is making them based on common 
sense. I doubt highly the college will 
take me seriously, though one thing I 
don't doubt is that someone will end 
up being hurt if they don't look at 
their policies. 

We all come home and watch the 
news and see the fender benders and 
even more terrible and unfortunate 
accidents. Though we think ourselves 
hearty New Englanders, it doesn't 
matter how thick your skin is when 
it's flying out a windshield after skid- 
ding off the road. The Observer has 
written before about the deaths of 
many faculty and students, some of 
them under preventable circum- 
stances. The last thing any of us want 
to write or you to read about is about 
the death of anyone in the college 
community, but the college has 
shown a lack of concern for everyone 
with its almost lackadaisical 
approach to the snow. Do you think at 
some point it will catch up to some- 
one? I'd say “all signs point to yes.” 


2 Hues : 


An MVRTA bus leaving campus on Wednesday, Feb. 
17 was stuck in the snow at the entrance of the school 
much like the bus pictured above from Philadelphia. 


Roaming ridicule 


To the Editor: 


I love reading the Observer. I 
find out so much about the college 
that I never knew. One of my 
favorite sections is the “Roaming 
Reporter.” It helps me understand 
my students and the college more. 
This time I learned about texting 
during class time. 

But I was a little disappointed 
with the Accounting student saying 
she texted “very often.” Being in 
Accounting, I thought the response 
would be something like 27 percent 
of the time. If ] asked the accountant 
of my business how often we lost 
money because of bad checks and he 
responded “very often,” I'd have a 
word with her. 

The two Criminal Justice stu- 
dents were great. “All the time” and 
“a lot because class is boring.” I 
wonder why CJ students would do 
something their teacher probably 
doesn't allow. Hmmm! The com- 
ment about class being boring is 
priceless. Maybe the fact that he is 
NOT paying attention (since he is 
texting), might mean he is not 
understanding anything that is being 
taught and therefore not making any 
real connections in his head, so of 
course it is boring. Learning is hard 
work. The teacher should not have to 
entertain students. There are reality 
TV shows and Facebook for that 
purpose. The teacher needs to know 


the material and how to teach. 
Students need to bring something to 
the process. Attention seems to me a 
bare minimum. Do students really 
think they can learn what is being 
taught at the same time they are 
engaged in texting? I bet you do nei- 
ther one very well, but I know you 
think you do. 

The Business Management stu- 
dent only does it once or twice. Is 
that per class, per day, per week, per 
semester, per college career? Should 
I expect a Business Management 
student to tell the whole truth. “Well, 
yeah...we doctored the books but 
only once or twice.” If I only lie a 
little, I am still a liar. If I steal just 
one thing, I am still a thief. But 
banks and financial institutions want 
deniability. There is no reason just 
because some company needed a 
$200 million bailout, that the chief 
executives shouldn't get their huge 
bonuses. It is not in a business' inter- 
est to be completely truthful with us. 
Toyota stalled their recalls but they 
will never admit it. 

You have to love the Liberal 
Arts: Writing student. First of all, his 
response contains 12 words, more 
than double the average of the other 
majors; my congratulations to the 
English Department on this one. He 
also created a new word by adding 
“ly” to “seldom,” which is an adverb 
already without the “ly.” He only 
texts it if it is really important. So he 


is in class and something really 
important comes up and he must text 
it now. That led me to think what 
could be so important. Maybe he 
has just, for the first time ever, 
understood the difference between 
metaphor and simile and needs to 
tell mom about it. Or maybe he is in 
writing lab writing about a great 
time he had hanging out last fall 
someplace and he needs to text a 
friend to get its name or his writing 
piece just won't come together. 

And finally, a redeeming 
response that gives me hope for the 
future, the Deaf Studies student 
speaks the truth. Texting is distract- 
ing. She is correct. It distracts us 
from learning. Why would any stu- 
dent invest money and time is 
school, go to class, and distract him- 
self so he would learn less? It makes 
no sense. Scientists now know that 
students actually think they can mul- 
titask when they are doing none of 
the tasks well. 

I can't wait for the next Observer 
to see what the question ‘and 
responses are. How about, “What 
do you expect out of college and 
what do you put in to it?” or “How 
often are your excuses concerning 
missed work or class honest or made 
up?” 


George Medelinskas 
Professor, Computer and 
Information Science 


Remember 9/11 


To the Editor: 


In 2009, President Barack 
Obama declared September 11th the 
National 
Remembrance. To help Northern 
Essex students participate in this day 
of service, the college has received a 
grant, through the Merrimack Valley 
General Fund, to sponsor several 
one-day community service opportu- 
nities for Northern Essex students, all 
of which will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 11, 2010 in the Merrimack 
Valley. Opportunities will be avail- 
able for students to, among other 
things, assist the homeless, do 
groundwork, painting, and historical 
preservation in the cities of Haverhill 
and Lawrence. During the spring 
2010 semester, students are needed to 


Day of Service and’ 


assist in contacting local merchants 
for additional assistance in supply- 
ing/donating materials for these 
activities and to enlist students to vol- 
unteer in September. NECC Alumni 
have also been invited to participate 
and work side-by-side with current 
NECC students. For more details on 
the event, visit the college's 
Community Service website at: 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/communi- 
ty_service/index.php. or contact 
Professor Cynthia Crivaro, who is 
coordinating the day of service, at 
ccrivaro@necc.mass.edu. 


Cynthia J. Crivaro : 
Professor, Behavioral Sciences 


In Memoriam 


The NECC community is mourning the loss of long-time 
college employee Cliff Clarke, superintendent of buildings 
and grounds. Clarke worked at the college for almost 40 


years. He started in facilities in 1971 when the Haverhill 
campus opened. Clarke passed away on Sunday, Feb. 21. A 
memorial service will be held at the college in the 
Technology Center on Friday, Feb. 26 at 11 a.m. 
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What happene 


New hip-hop artists 
detract from the 
genre 5 original intent 


By MATT PEREIRA 
Correspondent 


Today's generation of hip-hop 
artists are extremely different than 
those artists about fifteen years 
ago. 
What ever happen to rapping 
about reality, the struggles that 
these artists had to deal with on a 
day to day basis? What ever hap- 
pen to rapping about the things 
they had to do in order to put food 
on the table for the rest of their 
family? 

What ever happen to rapping 
about the difficulty of raising a 
child at a young age and telling 
these young men and women who 
are living this, that it will be 
alright if you keep your head up? 
What ever happen to rapping about 
how they look to the Lord for 
guidance, and how they just want 
God to show them a sign? 

What ever happen to rapping 
about how teachers used to tell 
these kids they aren't going to 
amount to anything, yet they are 
being heard on radio stations 
across the world? Rap used to be 
reality, but that is no longer the 
case. 

Today, I turn on the radio and I 
hear about how much bigger one 
guy's necklace is than the next 
guy’s. 

What is that? Why do I care 
about that? How can I relate to 
that? 


The fact of the matter is its 100 
percent nonsense. All of it, and I 
am so tired of it. They throw 
ridiculous songs together so quick- 
ly with no heart put into the mes- 
sage they are trying to send. 

Take 50 Cent's, “Candy Shop” 
for instance, “I'll take you to the 
candy shop; I'll let you lick the lol- 
lipop.” 

What? Why do I need to hear 
about that? What ever happen to 
keeping what goes on in the com- 
fort of your own bedroom private? 

I don't want to go to your 
candy shop, and God knows I have 
no interest in licking anyone's lol- 
lipop. 

The fact is that 50 Cent real- 
ized how to make money in this 
industry today, and that is by 
throwing nonsense lyrics over a 
beat people can dance to, and hear- 
ing it in clubs and on radios all 
over the world. 

Unfortunately, that's how you 
get paid in today's hip-hop world. 
I'm not against a song people can 
dance to by any means, but why 
can't you talk about something 
else? 

We no longer have the luxury 
of hearing the struggles that peo- 
ple go through. We no longer have 
the luxury of being able to relate to 
hip-hop artists. We no longer have 
the luxury of looking to hip hop 
music for questions we have. 

I was lucky enough to grow up 
in the 90's; during the best genera- 
tion hip-hop has ever seen. 

I'm talking about the Biggie's, 
Tupac's, Big Pun's and the Wu 
Tang Clan's. I'm talking about the 
Bone Thugs n Harmony's, and 
when Nas and Jay Z were in their 
prime. 


MCT Campus photo 


Hip-hop artists like 50 Cent have ruined an industry with their lyrics, turn- 
ing strong emotion into meaningless mumbles. 


That music was real and helped 
people. That music was listened to 
because specific songs would 
serve a purpose in a person's life. 

Take some lyrics from Tupac's 
“Dear Mama” for instance, “You 
always was committed/A poor sin- 
gle mother on welfare, tell me how 
ya did it/There's no way I can pay 
you back/But the plan is to show 
you that I understand/You are 
appreciated.” 

Tupac basically apologizes to 
his mother for everything he has 


done in the past that hurt her and 
also that he understands how diffi- 
cult it was to raise children in the 
situation in which they lived. 

Tupac’s mother was on drugs 
at the time, and he forgives her for 
that. That's the type of musi¢ I 
miss. The heart, soul, passion 
poured into the lyrics. You can 
almost feel him as he rhymes over 
that beat. 

Listening to that song makes 
me want to walk up to my mother 
and give her a hug and kiss, and 


thank her for everything that she 
does, and has done for me, my 
brothers and sister. 

Even though I was lucky 
enough to be raised in a suburb, in 
a nice house, it doesn't matter. I've 
given my mother plenty of 
headaches. So after listening to 
this song, even today, I will go up 
to her and remind her how thankful 
I am. 

That's what rap music lacks 
today, the realness, the love, and 
the strong emotion. 


Students know how to manage their time 


There is simply no 
need to wake up on 
time for classes 


By FELICA DAHN 
Correspondent 


College students are often 
accused of being ill prepared for 
class, chastised for lack of orderli- 
ness with our notes and scolded for 
procrastinating on important assign- 
ments. 

This false perception is some- 
thing we face everyday, a claim that 
we are tired of defending and should- 
n't have to explain to those who do 
not understand but now it is time to 
shed some light on the truth and bring 
us dignity. 

Perhaps we don't employ our 
excellent time management skills to 
help us finish papers on time, or uti- 
lize our mathematical talents on our 
check books, but by golly when it 
comes to morning we students will 
tum into time management super 
heroes. 

Ask any student how long they 
need to get ready in the moming and 
you will not receive approximations; 
you will likely hear, down to the sec- 
ond, their finely honed morning rou- 
tine that allows them to arrive at 
school at the exact same moment 
every single day. 

The fact that we have the deter- 
mination to pull ourselves from the 
warm comfort of our beds each 


morning to follow rudimentary steps 
that will lead us here to NECC to fur- 
ther our educations is nothing short 
of godlike 

For most students a morning rou- 
tine consists of less than one half 
hour and includes coffee, a shower 
(or maybe not - I'm not here to judge) 
and attempting to utilize problem 
solving skills to choose a somewhat 
clean and decent looking ensemble 
Breakfast is typically skipped, eaten 
in the form of a bar or energy drinks, 
or picked up at a fast food chain, only 
to be consumed while walking from 
the parking lot to class 

We know precisely how long it 
takes to warm up our cars, brush our 
teeth, pack a lunch and tie our shoes, 
and exactly how many times we can 
hit the snooze button. 

We will sleep until the last sec- 
ond possible so that our bodies are 
healthy and our minds are fully rest- 
ed and sponge-like for maximum 
absorption of knowledge 

The most organized students will 
even begin preparations the night 
before, making their moming as 
stress-free as possible. Simple ways 
to do this are setting out your books, 
lunch or anything else you need to 
take by the door, hanging up the 
clothes you plan to wear, and scoop- 
ing the coffee so you only have to hit 
the start button in the moming 

Clearly, college has taught us all 
something about time management 
and responsibility, and it is unfortu- 
nate that others cannot seem to rec- 
ognize that. 

The downfall to being so com- 


pletely prepared that your routine 
doesn't have one second to spare is 
that occasionally something goes 
very, very wrong. 

I don't want to frighten those 
new to the college life, but I do want 
to bring awareness to the fact that we 
live in a world that isn't always as 
beautifully prearranged as we stu- 
dents are. 

One of the most. common and 
tragic factors in lateness involves 
coffee. If you rely on a drive through 
for your morning jolt, you most like- 
ly go to the same place every day and 
order the same thing, which is usual- 
ly foolproof. 

However on any given day, one 
extra car could make it merely 
nanoseconds before you and take 
your usual spot in line, and then order 
ten toasted breakfast sandwiches, 
ultimately spelling out the demise of 
your carefully planned travels. 

Once in awhile you might make 
the mistake of parking your car at 
night thinking you have enough gas 
to get to school, only to find in the 
morning that the gas light dinged on 
immediately, dooming you to stop 
and put five dollars in your tank. 

The final challenge to organiza- 
tion can happen anywhere between 
the driveway and the college parking 
lot: slow drivers. Careful and safe 
maneuvering on the highway can 
usually prevent this, but occasionally 
on the back roads there is a bird 
watcher who lives in the moment and 
completely disregards other people's 
schedules. 

It is discourteous and problemat- 
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Snoozing until the last second possible may 
actually be healthy for students’ minds and bodies. 


ic, and usually these slow drivers are 
too busy abiding by the rules of the 
road to give a thought to those of us 
who planned ahead. 

I have heard rumors that some 
students actually allot themselves an 
hour or more in the morning to fully 
wake up and adjust, and make sure 
they have a comfortable amount of 
time to do everything they need to. 

Personally I can 't imagine all the 
things you could do with an hour in 
the morning; the sheer thought of 


swimming in time and not following 
a precise schedule frightens me. 

What could you do with the extra 
time? Make pancakes or an omelet, 
perhaps? Finish some homework, 
watch television, exercise, shine your 
shoes, write a symphony...the possi- 
bilities are endless, mysterious, and 
quite frankly I'm not ready for them. 

So, to the elite group of students 
who wake up earlier than absolutely 
necessary. On behalf of the entire stu- 
dent body, I salute you. 


Iranian police are 
forced to subdue 
protesting citizens 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor ; 


sy, ately 
political 
regime _has 
faced an out- 
pouring of 
scrutiny 
worldwide 
regarding their 
nuclear power 
program and 
an allegedly “fixed” presidential 
election last June. 

However, most of the controver- 
sy comes from the Iranian citizens, 
protesting and rallying in the streets, 
demanding change from their corrupt 
government. Even though they may 
get beaten, shot, or killed, it doesn't 
stop the most courageous from stand- 
ing up against the practices of the 
government. For so long they have 
remained silent until now. Many 
would pay the hefty price of death to 
get their people closer to freedom. 

On Jun. 12, Iran's President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was re- 
elected into office, by an overwhelm- 
ing win. Many members of the 
opposing party claimed that the 
results had been altered in some way. 

This upset caused people, with- 
out any word or warning, to swarm 


Register for an 


the streets, voicing their disapproval 
and setting fire to police motorcycles 
masking the Iran's capital, Tehran, in 
smoke. Officers unleashed tear gas 
into the crowds of people and beat 
anti-government protestors with 
batons. 

_ Since then protests haven't gotten 
any more peaceful, protestors turn 
large gatherings into chaotic rallies 
against President Ahmadinejad. 
Another violent protest occurred dur- 
ing a gathering for the religious 
observance holiday Ashura on Dec. 
25: 

Citizens ran through the streets 
again chanting “Death to the 
Dictator” and tearing down pictures 
of Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Khamenei. Security forces brutalized 
anti-government protestors, leading 
to several deaths. 

Iran's Deputy Ahmad Reza 
Radan said that at least five people 
died during the fight. Among those 
killed during the rally was opposition 
leader Mir Hossein Mousavi's 
nephew, Seyed Ali Mousavi. His 
cause of death was a shot to the 
heart. - 

Radan denied that security forces 
used any form of firearms during the 
rally and said Mousavi's death was 
suspicious given the circumstances. 

President Ahmadinejad held a 
rally on Feb. 11 warning that any 
protestor will face harsh punishment. 
Reports say that many people were 
arrested and security forces fired tear 
gas into the crowd to control them. 
The Iranian government has cracked 
down on protestors, giving many the 


death penalty. 

According to the International 
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran 
said that during the past two months 
over 1000 people were arrested for 
opposing the government. Other 
human-rights organizations said that 
hundreds of professionals, including 
lawyers and political activists have 
lost their jobs. Students are being 
prevented from continuing their 
schooling. Others Iranians are flee- 
ing Iran because they fear for their 
safety. 

The task of the Iranian people 
conveying their anti-government 
messages is even more difficult. 
Before the presidential election even 
took place journalist were arrested 
for criticizing governmental prac- 
tices. 

Reporters Without. Borders 
reported that at least 40 journalists 
were arrested between Jan. 6 and 
Feb. 12, raising the number of 
Iranian journalists in jail to over 80. 
In Iranian jail it's common for pris- 
oners to become the victims of sexu- 
al and physical abuse. They have no 
rights to an attorney because as far as 
the government is concerned they 
have no rights. 

Journalist are being tracked by 
the government and aren't bothering 
to stay in the country. They are flee- 
ing leaving the Iranian people with- 
out an avenue for their voice and 
concer. 

Putting. Iranians into more dan- 
ger than before. Now citizens who 
disapprove of the government will 
start more protests. Which inevitably 


Ready to continue full time? 


information session 


> April 17: 


(10 a.m, to 12 p.m.) 


» Check out our day programs, 


Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors. 


You'll get hands-on experience and become part of 


a close-knit campus community. 


or Spring Visit Day 


> March 20 


(10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 


Need to work? 
> Consider our evening programs. 


call 1-800-447-4843 


to reserve your space. 


www.rivier.edu 


Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 


computer science, communications, education, 


nursing and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening 


and weekend classes fit your busy schedule. 
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Iranian citizens take to the streets 
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Iranian citizens cry out against their oppression, 
demanding a change in regime. 


will get them nowhere except an 
empty cell or a shallow grave. 

“It's difficult to predict when and 
where things will change, but it's dif- 
ficult to imagine that 25 years from 
now Iran will still be run by this 
unholy alliance of a bunch of reac- 
tionary mullahs and power-hungry 
military leaders,” CNN Political 


Analyst Fareed Zakaria said. 

It is beyond the right time for the 
international community to step in 
and stop the chaos. The international 
community simply voicing their 
opinion in the media is not working. 
The Iranian people need freedom 
from the senseless acts being com- 
mitted towards them. 


Some of the most generous 
= transfer scholarships in the 


region—and they've just gotten 


better. 
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Small class sizes: our 
student/faculty ratio is 18:1. 


Great facilities anda 


i? @ convenient location. We’ve 
got everything you need to reach 
your personal and professional 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 


A Catholic, co-educational 
college located in Nashua, 
NH, Rivier is one of the most 
affordable private colleges 

in the region. Call 1-800-447- 
4843 or visit www.rivieredu 
to learn more. 
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Ringing in the 


NECC students 
celebrate the 


Chinese New Year 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


It’s been more than seven weeks 
since the new year 2010 was cele- 
brated, but the NECC community 
was still in the festive mood as they 
celebrated the Chinese New Year of 
the tiger. 

Though the actual Chinese New 
Year was on Feb. 14, students at the 
Lawrence campus held their own cel- 
ebration on Monday, Feb. 22. 

“We had a lot of events ran by the 
engagement center and that's why we 
had to celebrate our new year today,” 
said Nancy Henry, the event organiz- 
ef. 

The event which ran from noon 
to 1 p.m. attracted many students 
implying an appreciation of diversity 
in the NECC community. 

“We have students from all cul- 
tures in this school and we want to 
appreciate people and their cultures. 
We want to have diversity in the 
school,” said Henry, who is from the 
Chinese community. 

Susan Mullen who assisted in 
organizing the event said she was 
proud of the turnout and ‘praised 
those that came out to support the 
Chinese community at the school. 

“We ran out of the stew because 
many students than we had anticipat- 
ed turned out which was very good,” 
said Mullen. 

The event had several activities 
and more attention was at the foods 
table. Students who enjoy Chinese 


ts 


Christian Club panel 
Monday, March 1 at noon 
in C-108 will be a forum on 
the topic of “Why does a lov- 
ing God allow pain and suffer- 
ing?” Three panelists will 
address the topic: Dr. James 
Gustafson, Professor Maureen 
Dadekian Eckel and club pres- 
ident Elisabeth-Beverage, and 
a general discussion wil! fol- 
low. Snacks will be provided. 
For more information, 
contact Elizabeth Wilcoxson at 
ewilcoxson@necc.mass.edu. 


Free quit smoking 
program offered 


There will be a Quit 
Smoking Support Group 
which meets in the Sport & 
Fitness Center, Room D129 on 
Fridays at 12 noon during the 
spring 2010 semester. 

For more information, 
contact Rob Parker, American 
Lung Association certified 
smoking cessation facilitator, 
at 978-556-3823 or rpark- 
er@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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food flocked to the tables and it was 
clear that they were having a time of 
their life. 

Student also received bookmarks 
which had their first names written 
on them. Those that received the 
bookmarks were happy and amazed 
how short their names were when 
written using the Chinese alphabet. 
Students were also shown how to 
make shapes which had Chinese 
meanings behind them as well as 
recipes for Chinese food. 

The Chinese New year is cele- 
brated when winter is at its peak and 
when the chilly north winds blow 
hard. Unlike the regular New Year, 
the Chinese New Year doesn't have a 


Stephen Ndungu photo 
Students make paper trees at the Chinese New Year 
celebration at the Lawrence campus on Feb. 22. 


fixed date and it's celebrated in 
accordance with the lunar calendar 
based on the time the moon takes to 
go around the earth. 

The celebrations for the New 
Year last for up to 15 days tradition- 
ally. The Chinese love excitement 
and merriment and the New Year 
gives them an opportunity to do so. 
The Chinese have their years named 
after the twelve animals that came to 
offer their farewell to the Lord 
Buddha. 

With the Chinese New Year now 
past, eyes are now focused on 
Dominican Day which will be held at 
the Lawrence campus on Friday, Feb. 
26 starting at noon . 


Tiger admits 


Worlds greatest 
golfer comes clean to 


his family and friends 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


When Tiger Woods stepped in 
front of a camera on Friday, Feb. 19 
he gave the media and many 
Americans what they had wanted to 
hear for months: a public apology to 
his fans and all the others who had 
supported and believed in him. 
Woods, who made his first public 
appearance in three months, gave a 
nearly 14-minute speech in which he 
apologized profusely. The press con- 
ference was strictly controlled, only 
40 or so guests, many of whom were 
Wood's family, personal friends and 
business partners. 

“Good morning, and thank you 
for joining me,” said Woods after tak- 
ing the podium. “Many of you in this 
room are my friends. Many of you in 
this room know me. Many of you 
have cheered for me or you've 
worked with me or you've supported 
me.” 

After he acknowledged those in 
the audience Woods got down to 
business, apologizing for his mis- 
takes, defending his family and ask- 
ing for forgiveness. 

“Now every one of you has good 
reason to be critical of me. I want to 
say to each of you, simply and direct- 
ly, | am deeply sorry for my irrespon- 


sible and selfish behavior I engaged 
in,” said Woods. “I know I have bit- 
terly disappointed all of you. I have 
made you question who I am and 
how I could have done the things I 
did. | am embarrassed that I have put 
you in this position. For all that I 
have done, I am so sorry.” 

Woods spoke in an almost robot- 
ic tone, speaking slowly and deliber- 
ately. Woods stood stoically in front 
of the camera without much move- 
ment. His eyes were focused directly 
on the camera, only moving to glance 
at his speech or look at his mother 
and other family members who were 
in attendance. 

Woods, who hadn't been seen 
since or heard from since crashing his 
Cadillac Escalade in the early morn- 
ing hours of Nov. 30, 2009, clarified 
where he had been and what he had 
been doing. 

“It's hard to admit that I need 
help, but I do. For 45 days from the 
end of December to early February, I 
was in inpatient therapy receiving 
guidance for the issues I'm facing. | 
have a long way to go. But I've taken 
my first steps in the right direction,” 
said Woods. 

The disgraced golfer reiterated 
the fact that his marriage to his wife, 
Elin Nordegren, although going 
through hard times was not ending, 
as many tabloids have reported. 

“I understand people want to 
know whether Elin and I will remain 
together. Please know that as far as 
I'm concerned, every one of these 
questions and answers is a matter 


Additions to library 
make learning 
more accessible 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


The Bentley Library is provid- 
ing more opportunities to students 
through the improvements made to 
the facility located on NECC's 
Haverhill campus. The remodeling, 
funded by federal stimulus money, 
began during summer with the wall 
between the library and former con- 
ference center being torn down. 

During the fall semester this 
area was turned into a computer 
research area, which houses 22 flat 
screen computers. The research 
center is available for use by all 
students when classes are not in 
session at the center. 

The additional computers are 
helping to alleviate the issue with 
the library not having enough com- 
puters to accomodate the students. 

The public also has access to 
the library, which only contributes 
to the shortage of computers. The 
librarians posted several signs 
before limiting the hour’s comput- 
ers were available to the public due 
to the problem. 

“We were tuming students 
away who wanted to do research in 
the library,” said Ann 
Grandmaison, electronic services 
librarian. 
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n vear NECC library 
| gets updated 


More than 500 students pass 
through the library per day making 
turning away students inevitable. 

“We're hoping now we won't 
have to turn people away but we 
still might have to,” Linda 
Hummel-Shea, director of library 
services. 

Other structural alternations to 
the library include new energy effi- 
cient lighting, carpeting, furniture, 
shelving and more electrical outlets 
for laptop users. In addition to 
these changes, they are also con- 
structing an art/gallery meeting 
room located in the back of the 
library which will showcase art 
from students and faculty through- 
out the semester. 

The reference center has also 
been moved from the front of the 
library to the back in anticipation of 
the installation of a new circulation 
desk during the upcoming March 
semester break. The current circu- 
lation area won't be removed and 
will instead become the electronic 
services librarian's desk. 

Another major improvement 
was adding a coffe machine which 
can be expected later this month, 
funded by private donations. 

“People are staying longer 
because they are more comfortable 
here,” Shea said. 

Although, many of the renova- 
tions are completed the remodeling 
isn't yet finished and will continue 
during Spring vacation in March. 

“Everything I think (when fin- 
ished) will be brighter and lighter 
and more organized,” said Shea. 
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JAPPENING NOW 


|GER WOODS 
Pro Golfer 


Tiger Woods hangs his head in bitter remorse during 
a long awaited public apology. 


between Elin and me. These are 
issues between a husband and a 
wife,” Woods said. 

Many also thought Woods might 
say when he plans to return to golf, 
but he failed to give any timetable for 
his return. 

“I do plan to return to golf one 
day, I just don't know when that day 
will be. I don't rule out that it will be 
this year. When I do return, I need to 
make my behavior more respectful of 
the game,” said Woods. 

Now that Woods has made his 
public apology he must try to piece 
together his shattered public image 


and his precarious marital situation, 
both of which have taken a crippling 
hit. 

“T have a lot of work to do, and I 
intend to dedicate myself to doing it. 
As I move forward, I will continue to 
receive help because I've learned 
that’s how people really do change. 
Starting tomorrow, I will leave for 
more treatment and more therapy,” 
Woods said. “Finally, there are many 
people in this room, and there are 
many people at home who believed 
in me. Today, I want to ask for your 
help. I ask you to find room in your 
heart to one day believe in me again.” 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff fran 
AP wire reports 


WASHINGTON — Federal 
prosecutors have launched a crim- 
inal investigation into Toyota 
Motor Corp.'s safety problems 
and the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission was probing what 
the automaker told investors, the 
company disclosed Monday. 
Newly released internal docu- 
ments showed that Toyota offi- 
cials visited with U.S. regulators 
years ago who “laughed and 
rolled their eyes in disbelief" over 
safety claims. 

The twin developments creat- 
ed new public relations chal- 
lenges for Toyota plus the 
prospects - however likely or 
unlikely - of hefty federal fines or 
even indictments against execu- 
tives in the U.S. and Japan. They 
also complicate Toyota's ability to 
discuss details driving its recall of 
8.5 million vehicles because any- 
thing executives say could be 
used against the company inside a 
courtroom. 

Top Toyota executives were 
expected to testify at hearings 
Tuesday and Wednesday on 
Capitol Hill. One lawmaker said 
he believed Toyota misled owners 
about the repairs and relied upon 
a hastily-arranged study to reas- 
sure the public. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
what U.S. laws Toyota might 
have broken. A subpoena would 
specify why prosecutors sought 
company documents, but Toyota 
would not comment beyond its 
disclosure with the SEC. A 
spokeswoman with the U.S. 
Attorney's Office for the Southern 
District of New York declined to 
comment, saying it does not con- 
firm or deny its investigations as a 
matter of policy. 


Bob Dole hospitalized, 
undergoing therapy 


WASHINGTON — Former 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole 
is recuperating at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center after a bout 
with pneumonia, his spokesman 
said Monday. 

Dole, 86, was admitted to the 
military hospital about three 
weeks ago with a respiratory con- 
dition, spokesman Michael 
Marshall said. Dole soon recov- 
ered but has remained at the hos- 
pital to undergo physical therapy 
for knee surgery he underwent late 
last year. 

"Thanks to the great doctors 
and nurses -at Walter Reed, I am 
making great strides, working 
between (therapy) sessions and 
hope to be fully recovered and 
back at the office in a few weeks," 
_ Dole said in a statement. 

Marshall said the pneumonia 
set Dole back and that he would 
need more time in the hospital to 


Scholarships available 


Last year college 


awarded over : 
$160,000 to students 
By Brittany HADDAD 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College has a wide variety of schol- 
arships available this year for stu- 
dents in many academic situations. 
NECC offers scholarships for both 
current and prospective students, as 
well as for transfer students who 
have put in their time at NECC and 
are moving on to pursue baccalaure- 
ate degrees. 

The funds to supply so many 
scholarship opportunities to the stu- 
dents here come from private donors, 
alumni donations, corporations and 
small businesses in the area. 

“The local community is very 
supportive of Northern Essex and its 
students and generously provides 
scholarship opportunities every 
year,” said Alison Cody, director of 
private sector fundraising in the 


Department for Institutional 
Advancement. 

Incoming freshman can apply for 
a $500 scholarship, which is renew- 
able for the spring semester. There 
are general scholarships for returning 
students, and transfer students can 
get anywhere from $500 to $4,000 in 
scholarships to any four year school. 

“Northern Essex is valued in the 
community and NECC students are 
well prepared to join the workforce 
when they finish their education 
here. It is an honor to receive a schol- 
arship award and recipients are very 
grateful for the assistance,’ Cody 
said. 

All students are eligible to apply 
for these scholarships as long as they 
meet the criteria for the specified 
kind of scholarship. Scholarship 
awards may be used for tuition, 
books, fees and health insurance. 

Libby Jensen, director of alumni 
and donor relations, helps raise 
money for these scholarships through 
the alumni program. 

“The application is available now 
and we'd like as many students to 
register as possible,” she said. 

Last year, NECC awarded over 
$160,000 in scholarships, however 


the college would like even more stu- 
dents to benefit from these scholar- 
ship opportunities. 

“One of our biggest challenges is 
encouraging students to apply, we try 
to make it as straight forward as pos- 
sible. Many scholarship recipients go 
on to successful careers and as alum- 
ni of the college, respond generously 
to requests for support from the 
NECC Annual Fund, the NECC fund 
which provides ongoing support for 
student scholarships and programs 
every year,” Cody said. 

Students have until Friday, April 
9 to submit their scholarship applica- 
tions. The application can be found online 
at http:/www.nece.mass.edu/scholarship. 
Submissions must be done electroni- 
cally and must include the scholar- 
ship form and personal statement. 
Students may get help writing their 
personal statements if they wish from 


* the school writing lab. Letters of rec- 


ommendation can be submitted 
directly from the person writing the 
recommendation to 
scholarships@necc.mass.edu. 

Applications for scholarships are 
reviewed in June and decisions are 
mailed to students in July. 


Annual business plan 
competition to be held 


Business students 
will compete for 
scholarship money 


By ToM HANNON 
Correspondent 


The NECC Business Department 
will be holding their annual Business 
Plan Competition on April 27 where 
it will award $1,600 in scholarship 
money. 


Dave Rudy, a business student at 


NECC, is going to submit his plan to 
the competition. 

Rudy has a unique story. While 
most students are writing plans about 
possible business ventures, he is writ- 
ing a plan for his existing business. 
Rudy owns Easy Dig'n Fence 
Company based out of Peabody. 

“T have owned a fence company 
for 4 years. I go from one job to 
another and I stay busy but I am not 
sure what I am making and I have no 
plan for long term growth, that is 
why I am here,” he said. 

Rudy is hoping to use the busi- 


ness course he is taking at NECC, 
Intro to Business Entrepreneurship, 


to develop a sound measurable mar- 
keting plan for this business. 


Rudy said his current business 
method works well. He puts up signs 


as he does a job and typically will get 
several other clients in the area as 
people see his work. He is thinking of 
new signage and visiting home 
shows to increase his business. Using 
his plan he will be able to develop a 


system to track the marketing results. 
Rudy also said he hopes to 


become an eco or green landscaping 
company, as society has become 
more environmentally conscious. 
The fence work he does is environ- 
mentally sound as he rarely uses 
machines to dig, it is mostly by hand. 


“T plan to try out solar powered 
lawnmowers this year. Servicing a 
lawn without noise would be appeal- 
ing to families and people workin 
from home,” Rudy said. : 

Professor Bill Zannini teaches 
the Intro Business Entrepreneurship 
class. 

“You use a plan to develop your 
vision and translate into identifying 
your key factors to success. It can 


help you define a sustainable com- 


petitive advantage,” Zannini said 


during the class. 

A plan comes in steps, “starting 
off’, Zannini said, “This is when you 
scan the environment for opportuni- 
ties, threats, analyze competition.” 

“It is important to develop a 
vision and translate it into what are 
your strengths and weaknesses, iden- 
tify key success factors and establish 
both measurable and obtainable goals 
with your plan,” Zannini said. “Part 
of this process is to define a good 
business or not, and to not only write 
a plan that succeeds but stop bad 
plans as well. This process will 
expose the business or path.” 

There are excellent tools avail- 
able for students at NECC such as 
Business Plan Pro, a software pro- 
gram that is available in the comput- 
er labs. Also, the library has a variety 
of for research and business plan 
books. There is also a Web site, 


'www.growthink.com, that is useful 


for writing a business plan. 

To qualify for the competition, 
students must have taken Business 
101. The business department will be 
announcing more guidelines soon. 


Another car broken into 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 


pus. This log covers incidents 
between Feb. 5 and Feb. 23. 


Friday, Feb. 5 - A car’s passenger 
window was smashed, nothing was 
taken from the vehicle. A police 
report was filed. The incident 
occurred at 12:30 p.m. in the C build- 
ing parking lot. 


Wednesday, Feb. 10 - A car acci- 
dent occurred in the C building park- 
ing lot at 11:05 a.m. 


Friday, Feb. 12 ~ A iPod was 
reported stolen from the Tech Center, 
1:10 p.m. 


Wednesday, Feb. 17 - A faculty 
member fell on packed snow in the 
crosswalk of the library parking lot, 
1] a.m. 


Tuesday, Feb. 23 - A student was 


having chest pains in the C building. ~ 


An ambulance was called and the stu- 
dent was transported to the hospital, 
7:55 a.m. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
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Vatican official dismisses 
Calls for resignation 


VATICAN CITY -— The 
Vatican's top bioethics official on 
Monday dismissed calls for his 
resignation following an uproar 
over his defense of doctors who 
aborted the twin fetuses of a 9- 
year-old child who was raped by 
her stepfather. 

Monsignor Renato Fisichella 
told The Associated Press he 
refused to respond to five mem- 
bers of the Vatican's Pontifical 
Academy for Life who questioned 
his suitability to lead the institu- 
tion. 

Fisichella wrote an article in 
the Vatican's newspaper in March 
saying the Brazilian doctors didn't 
deserve excommunication as man- 
dated by church law because they 
were saving the girl's life. The call 
for mercy sparked heated criticism 
from some academy members who 
said it implied the Vatican was 
opening up to so-called "therapeu- 
tic abortion" to save the mother's 
life. 

To quiet their complaints, the 
Vatican's Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith issued a clar- 
ification in July, repeating the 
Catholic Church's firm opposition 
to abortion and saying Fisichella's 
words had been "manipulated and 
exploited.” 

But that didn't stem the criti- 
cism, which boiled up again last 
week when the academy - an advi- 
sory body to the pope made up of 
lay and religious bioethics experts 
from around the world - held its 
annual plenary assembly. 


Finally, a glimmer of 
hope for US in Afghan 
war 


KABUL - The arrests of key 
Taliban leaders in Pakistan and 
slow but steady progress on the 
battlefield of Helmand province 
have offered the first flicker of 
hope in years that the U.S. and its 
allies may be able to check the rise 
of an insurgency that seemed 
unstoppable only a few months 
ago. 

That's a long way from victo- 
ry - a word that has fallen out of 
favor within a U.S. military keen- 
ly aware of the complexity of 
Afghanistan and the dangers of 
elevated expectations among a 
war-weary public in the United 
States and Europe. 

However, the events of the 
last few weeks suggest that failure 
isn't inevitable either. 

For the first time in four years, 
the Taliban and their allies are on 
the defensive. Key leaders are in 
Pakistani custody, insurgents on 
the verge ‘of losing their supply 
and logistical base in the Helmand 
town of Marjah and they face an 
expected showdown in the months 
ahead around their spiritual birth- 
place of Kandahar. 

"The situation remains serious 
but is no longer deteriorating,” 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
told reporters at the Pentagon on 
Monday. 


Events 
Calendar 


FEBRUARY 


25 THURSDAY 


© Latino author Sergio 
Troncoso will present a talk 
titled “Finding our Voice: the 
Role of Latinos in the Cultural 
and Political Debates of the 
United States” at 12:30 p.m. 
in the college's Louise Haffner 
Fournier Education Center, 
located at 78 Amesbury St. in 
Lawrence. 

For additional information, 
call 978-738-7403. 


MARCH 


MONDAY 


* The Christian Club will 
hold a forum on the topic of 
“Why does a loving God 
allow pain and suffering?’at 
noon in C-108. Three pan- 
elists will address the topic: 
Dr. James Gustafson, 
Professor Maureen Dadekian 
Eckel and club president 
Elisabeth Beverage, and a 
general discussion will follow. 
Snacks will be provided. 

For more information, con- 
tact Elizabeth Wilcoxson at 
ewilcoxson@necc.mass.edu. 


Q TUESDAY 


* The 4th Annual NECC 
blood drive will be held in the 
Technology Center. 

Walk-ins are accepted 
but appointments are strong- 
ly encouraged, even if a 
donor is not certain they can 
make it at an exact time. For 
more information and appoint- 
ment times, contact Cynthia 
Therrien at 978-556-3447 or 
cytherien@necc.mass.edu or 
the Red Cross 1-800-GIVE- 
LIFE (1-800-448-3543) or 
www.redcrossblood.org. 


26 FRIDAY 


* NECC’s production of 
Shakespeare’s “Merchant Of 
Venice” will be performed at 
7:30 p.m. in the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw Theater on the 
third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing. Additional performances 
will be held on March 27, April 
1, 2, 3 at 7:30 p.m. and March 


31 at 4:00 p.m. 
For more _ information, 
contact contact Susan 


Sanders at 978-556-3374 or 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 
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Campus Life 


Hip-hop history at NECC 


Speaker urges 
students to express 
themselves 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


NECC got 
introduced to 
hip-hop history 
and culture, on 
Monday, Feb. 
8, with an 
intriguing lec- 
ture by 


Professor 
Rondae Drafts. 

Drafts started off by explaining 
how hip-hop first came about. With 
Ice Cube playing in the background, 
she expressed how rap groups like 
Sugar Hill Gang, and Public Enemy 
wanted to make a name for them- 
selves, as well as spread the word 
about social and racial equality. 
When the NWA wrote the song 
“Express Yourself’, the police 
refused to protect them, they were 
seen to be ‘disrespecting, and belit- 
tling’ the police and government offi- 
cials, The police department went so 
far as to writing a letter to NWA say- 
ing that they did not approve of their 
lyrics, therefore they will not agree to 
protect them while on tour. 

Drafts explained how these rap 
groups where frowned upon by many, 
however, the minority population in 
America could relate to their words 


and grief, which is what inevitably 
made hip-hop what it is today. Public 
Enemy, which consisted of well- 
known rappers, such as Chuck D, 
Flavor Flav, Terminator X, and 
Professor Griff, rapped about racial 
profiling and police brutality. These 
songs were seen to be life changing 
and very vocal, it helped black/his- 
panic people have a voice with these 
issues. Drafts put up a list, explaining 
what hip-hop music influenced, 
among rapping and DJ’ing were also 
dancing, graffiti, and fashion 

“Most people believed that hip- 
hop was derived from break dancing, 
when it was the other way around. 
You see, break-dancing was a form of 
dance which went with hip-hop 
music, and was derived from the 
slavery dances, also known as 
‘defensive dancing’,” Drafts said. 

The lecture was conducted with 
hip-hop music being played in the 
background, while Drafts explained 
the history of how hip-hop became 
one of the biggest names in media. 

“Many people thought hip-hop 
would be a fad, like disco, and fade 
away. But it didn’t, it took over main- 
stream media,” Drafts said. 


Hip-Hop dominated dance, 


music, and the fashion industry.. 


Drafts demonstrated how hip-hop 
music became a big influence with 
Television, and up to date fashion. 
The audience was presented with a 
Taco Bell and McDonald’s commer- 
cial which have beat-boxing, and rap- 
ping apart of it. After the discussion 
Drafts read a poem about hip-hop, 
and opened the floor to all rappers 


New gallery space 
opens in library 


Gallery will showcase 
the art of the 
NECC community 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAY 
Correspondent 


For the first time, the visual arts 
department at Northern Essex has 
earned a dedicated art gallery space 
at the Bentley Library to showcase 
pieces by student and local artists 

“There has always been a need 
for a dedicated art space at the col- 
lege in order to showcase student, 
faculty and community art,” Library 
Director Linda Shea said. 

The Bentley Library Art Space 
was formed from an original plan 
developed by a Process Management 
team of faculty and staff in 2006. 
However, these plans have been in 
the making for much longer than that. 
The Process Management team sur- 
veyed the college community in 
order to evaluate the use of the 
library including technology and 
services available to students and 
what was most useful for them. The 
library staff in collaboration with this 
team and architectural consultants 
facilitated a plan for better usage of 
the Haverhill campus library space 
One factor of this plan was to devel- 
op gallery space in the northeast cor- 
ner of the building. At that particular 
time, more than half of the main floor 
was occupied by the college confer- 
ence center. After the Technology 
Center had been built, it was still 
being utilized for the same purpose of 
meetings. 


“In 2008, two volunteer coordi- 
nators approached me with a plan for 
using the space to feature local 
artists”, Shea said. 

The plan for an art show was suc- 
cessfully followed through in 2008. 
The introductory show appropriately 
titled “Tick-Tock” in June 2008 fea- 
tured a combination of works by 
Northern Essex students and alumni, 
along with Montersatt College of Art 
students. The event was a success, 
which led to future events such as the 
NECC Student Show, Lou Jones 
Death Row featuring portraits from 
photography students and Tom 
Vatabedian’s photos of Armenia, 
which were equally successful. 

“In 2009, the infusion of stimulus 
funds to Northern Essex created the 
opportunity to develop the library 
and Art Space at Bentley Library,” 
Shea said. 

New walls had been constructed, 
carpeting was replaced and lighting 
was upgraded in the gallery area. 
Working with the art faculty, Shea 
used funds donated to the library 
from the NECC Foundation to pur- 
chase a gallery hanging system to be 
used for the art space 

“I’m thrilled that NECC now has 
a public exhibition space. The gallery 
is an excellent way to bring the arts to 
a wider audience on the campus. As a 
department we are looking forward to 
both showcasing the work that is cre- 
ated by the NECC community (both 
faculty and students) as well as invit- 
ing interesting regional and national 
artists to exhibit at the college,” 
Rachel Hellmann, a visual arts facul- 
ty member said. 


who wanted to share their talents and 
freestyle. Sean Morrison decided to 
be the first to step up and showcase 
his rap talent. 

“I was always into writing poetry, 
then I realized that I could express 
myself through rapping, and 
freestyling. It is just like poetry, 
except you have to write to a beat,” 
Morrison said. 

Morrison decided to show his 
skills by freestyle-battling Tim 
Meehan, a NECC student, who just 
started rapping 6 months prior. 


Jamie-Lee Rodriguez photo 
Rondae Drafts poses with Sean Morrison after the 


‘History of Hip-Hop’ lecture on Feb. 8. 


“T was heavily into heavy metal, 
but I like the way rap is all about 
lyrics, and sends out a message to lis- 
teners,” Meehan said. 

A few rappers came up and 
decided to participate, after their 
peers broke the ice. J Biggz, a NECC 
student, in particular stole the 
crowd’s attention, with his sharp 
lyrics, and humorous attitude. 

Drafts ended the segment with.a 
phrase that will live on in everyone’s 
head, “The hip-hop future is ours, lets 
take it.” 


A lot on his plate: 
a DJ’s story 


Teddy Ritter brings a 


Sresh new spin to the 


NECC community 


By THOMAS BUTTNER 
Correspondent 


Working two jobs, going to school 
full-time, being a father to a 4-year- old 
and following a dream seems a lot for 
an average person, but not for NECC 
student Teddy Ritter. The 27- year-old 
loves his side-job, which is mixing 
music for clubs and parties, also known 
as DJ'ing. 

When DJ'ing, Ritter said he feels 
like he owns the place. For Ritter its 
not about making money, he just loves 
music. 

“I like the way music makes me 
feel,” Ritter said. 

Ritter starting DJ’ing in 2001 after 
going to a rave. He expressed that he 
“loved how the DJ was controlling the 
crowd and thought to himself that he 
wanted to do that.” Ritter wanted to 
“control the sea of people like he was 
Triton.” 

Ritter calls his style of DJ'ing 
Jungle, which he believes will “cross 
musical boundaries.” Ritter’s beats are 
faster than the normal beats per minute. 

Ritter is a Journalism/Communication 
major at Northem Essex. He has two 
jobs, one working at Romano’s in 
Methuen, and the other working at 
Applebee’s in Haverhill. When DJ'ing, 
Ritter goes by the name of No Mercy. 
His crew is called Tight Crew. Ritter 
and his crew have played all around 
New England. He is so dedicated to his 
crew that he has their symbol tattooed 
on his right arm. 

In May, Ritter will be releasing his 


first CD. However, he said he has 
release over 100 remixed songs rang- 
ing from The Notorious B.1.G to Stevie 
Wonder, as well as about 6 mix tapes. 
Ritter is selling the CD’s by himself 
and producing them with his own 
money. He hopes the CD will help peo- 
ple understand what the Jungle 
Movement is about. Ritter metaphori- 
cally compares making a mix, to a 
math equation. 

“All parts must be correct to make 
it sound right,” Ritter said. 


Ritter will. be DJ'ing in 


Marlborough, Mass., on March 6 at a 
show called Booty and the Beats. He 
will also be DJ’ing a Mario-based rave 
called Mario Massive in May. A person 
can win up to $100 for best costume for 
these raves. 


Courtesy photo 
Ritter showing off his 


scratching skills. 


NECC Observer Feb. 24,2010 Pageg 


Arts & Entertainment 


Tea Party calls foul Local metal 
band emerges 


Marvel Comics says 
they re sorry for 
picket sign 

By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Guest Columnist 


Fights oo See: 


Controversy 
-struck the comic 
book industry 
‘when a recent 
issue of Marvel's 
Captain America 
eatured a group 
of protestors with 


Party movement that is picking up 
steam across the country. The point 
of contention involves conservative 
pundits and Tea Party followers mis- 
taking the protestors in the comic 
book to be aligned with an anti- 
establishment terrorist group called 
the Watchdogs. Unfortunately, this 
is incorrect. 

If you read the issue in question, 
the protestors and the Watchdogs are 
isolated events happening concur- 
rently. One is not involved with the 
other. Pundits and out-criers either 
did not read the comic or don't know 
how to read comic books. I forgive 
them if the latter is the case. The Tea 
Party movement is primarily con- 
cerned with protesting the federal 


government's big spending habits, 
among other concerns. 

The nail in the proverbial coffin 
is the picket sign that stirred this 
uproar. Yes, there is a picket sign 
that references the Tea Party move- 
ment. But this was an honest mis- 
take on the part of the book's letter- 
er. The letterer is primarily responsi- 
ble for putting the words in the word 
balloons and positioning sound 
effects. 

“He was mortified at his mistake 
and was truly sorry as he had no 
political agenda,” explained Joe 
Quesada to the Web _ Site 
Comicbookresources.com. Joe 
Quesada is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Marvel Comics. He explained that 
the comic book was hitting close to 
deadline and the book's editor spot- 
ted signs in the crowd that were 
missing some kind of imagery or 
dialogue. The editor turned to the 
letterer to fill in the blank signs so 
he did a quick search on the Internet 
and found a picture of someone 
holding a “Tea bag” sign. Ed 
Brubaker, the comic's writer, meant 
for them to be generic protestors 
with no specific alignment to real- 
world political groups. 

“He [Ed Brubaker] does shy 
away from labeling things and did 
exactly that in this instance,” said 
Quesada. 

A title like Captain America has 
to walk a fine line between just 
telling straight superhero stories and 


reflecting the political landscape. 
The character himself has said on 
numerous occasions that he does not 
represent any one interest group or 
administration, but the, “Dream.” 
Marvel and its stable of creators try 
to give every view and belief fair 
representation. If there is a priest 
that is anti-mutant and works with 
terrorists to eradicate the X-Men 
that does not mean that Marvel's 
stance on Christianity is capitalized 
by ignorance and diabolical machi- 
nations, but that a single individual 
has warped his beliefs to fit an agen- 
da. Sometimes it is hard to make that 
distinction because subjects like pol- 
itics, religion, and other hot buttons 
can stir emotional reactions before 
rational ones. 

Yes, every creator who puts out 
a product carries their own perspec- 
tive on all the hot button topics, but 
they do not necessarily strive, espe- 
cially when employed by a corpo- 
tate structure such as Marvel 
Comics, to push them in their read- 
ers' faces. Characters like Captain 
America and Spider-Man belong to 
everyone and no one should feel left 
out. 

The controversy makes me won- 
der if the injured party (in this and in 
any other case) ever approaches the 
accused before making uproar. 
There are more important issues in 
the world we should be in uproar 
about rather than dealing with a 
picket sign in a comic book. 


By STEVE TONEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Massachusetts metal scene 
has been a breeding grounds for up 
and coming bands, cultivating musi- 
cians who have gone on to bands such 
as Shadows Fall, Killswitch Engage 
and All that Remains. Luckily, one 
local band has come around to refresh 
the genre, and help it surge to fan's 
ears, and that's Fate Worse Than 
Death. 

FWTD, 
Whittier, 


comprised of Kevin 
Tyler Morrow, Ray 
Ouellette, Matt Morin, and Pat 
Roberts have been picking up 
momentum and popularity due to 
their relentless guitars, furious drums 
and in-your-face vocals. This band is 
one to watch. 

“We play for fun, and make music 
for the fans,” says Whittier, an NECC 
student. “We are all huge fans of the 
genre itself, so we try to create music 
that we would want to hear.” 

FWTD delivers with exactly the 
form and sound so many bands have 
tried for, but failed to achieve. 
Staying true to the genre to which 
they are so dedicated, FWTD seem- 
lessly blends their mastered instru- 
ments into perfect chaos. 

“People have said we have a 
sound similar to Emmure, or The 
Acacia Strain, who both are big influ- 


ences on us, but we try to bring our 
own personal touch into things. I'd 
say we sound a bit like mixing brutal 
with a hint of breakdowns,” said 
Whittier. 

Formed with their current line up 
about a year ago, Fate Worse than 
Death has been able to grab the atten- 
tion of show-goers and organizers 
with their high octane performences 
aimed designed to get the crowd mov- 
ing. After only playing a few shows to. 
date, opportunities have sprung up to 
give the band the chances they 
deserve. 

Fate Worse Than Death will be 
playing in a battle of the bands event 
on Feb. 27 for a chance to play with 
The Acacia Strain. They will also be 
playing March 25 with God Forbid 
and Kittie. 

Seeing these shows as stepping 
stones, Fate Worse Than Death hopes 
they can make an impact and take 
their little project to new heights. 

“We want to go all the way to the 
top. This is all of our dreams to play 
for a living and I'm sure all of us 
would give anything to do it. If we 
don't make it, we're going to have as 
much fun as we can the entire way.” 

Whittier and his bandmates have 
just what it takes to have their dreams 
come true, so be on the watch out for 
Fate Worse Than Death. 

For ticket information on either 
show, contact fateworse@gmail.com. 


NECC hosts Faculty Art Show 
in new gallery 


Space 


Courtesy photo 


A dozen artists who teach at NECC will participate in a 
Faculty Art Show, March 3 through 26, at the college's new Art 
Space Gallery which is located in the Bentley Library. The pub- 
lic is invited to meet the artists and enjoy refreshments at an 
opening reception on Wednesday, March 3 from 3:30 to 5:30 


.m. 
2 The exhibit will showcase the talents of Northern Essex’s art 
faculty in a wide variety of mediums, including photography, oil 
painting, graphic design, and sculpture. _ 

Artists include Laura Carroll, Catherine Eldredge, Rachel 
Hellmann, Lance Hidy, Marc Mannheimer, Wayne Madsen, 
Brian Martin, Jerre Oates, Kim Pickard, Marla Sweeney, Biff 
Ward, and Kate Zehtner. : , 

The gallery will be open during regular library hours, Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and closed on Sunday. me 

For more information on the art exhibit, contact Patricia 
Kidney, chair of the NECC Art & Design Department at pkid- 
ney@necc.mass.edu. 


‘Merchant of Venice’ 
to be performed 


Shakespeare s play has 
a different context 
in a different era 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


The Top Notch Theater has a new production 
in the works, the “Merchant Of Venice,” with 
stage construction beginning last week. 

“Merchant Of Venice,” a William 
Shakespeare piece, was meant to be a comedy 
when it was written, but many experts of modern 
times call it a “problem-play” because of its mul- 
tiple interwoven plots and conflicts. 

“The play is a reflection of its time,” said 
Susan Sanders, theater department coordinator 
and co-director of the play. “The sensibilities of 
the Elizabethan Era differ from ours greatly”. 

Sanders also went on to explain that this play 
will be done “a little different” than past plays 
seen in the Top Notch Theater, with Jim Murphy, 
theater professor and director of the play, going 
over the lines and characters in an extremely in- 
depth manner off stage with actors, even before 
rehearsals begin. Sanders said this should allow 
actors to actually become their character, rather 
than just pretending to be something they might 
not normally understand. 

The main plot of the play surrounds the life of 
two men, Antonio and Bassanio. Bassanio is in 
love with Portia, a wealthy girl whose deceased 
father set up a procedure to court her in which her 
suitors would need to guess from three boxes, one 
made of gold, one made of silver, and one made 
of lead. If the suitor guesses the box that holds the 
image of her in it, they would be allowed to court 
her. However, in order for anybody to even be 
allowed to try and guess amongst the boxes, they 
needed money. 

Now, Bassanio is not a wealthy man, and 
Antonio would be more than happy to lend the 
money to Bassanio, but all of his money is tied up 


in ships, as he is a merchant. This is where the 
character of Shylock comes into the story. 
Shylock is a Jewish money-lender, and receives 
no love, and mostly hate from the rest of the 
English world. In the Elizabethan Era, Jews were 
cast out of England during this time, and it was 
acceptable to hate them. Shylock's persona 
reflects this hatred and disdain throughout the 
play, as he agrees to lend the money to Bassanio, 
but with special conditions, and at his own risk. 

Students in the Top Notch Theater are buzzing 
about the upcoming play. 

“I'm looking forward to playing Antonio, it's e 
going to be a great acting experience, I've never 
been in a Shakespeare production before,” said 
NECC student Jon Moriarty. 

Also apperaing in the cast and crew of “The 
Merchant of Venice” are: Karl Chambers, Alana 
Comeau, Chris McMullen, Brooke Lavoie, Sarah 
McCarthy, Danny Potter, Louis Yarid, Hannah 
Heckman-McKenna, Tom Azar, Babak Alian, 
Samantha Jacobs, Jon Moriarty, Geehae Moon, 
Sarah Argenbright, Orlik Guzman, Laura-Jean 
Gendreau, David Lunn, Tracy DiJulia, Jannaruth 
Jenner, and Mark Zick. 

“Merchant of Venice” will be performed on 
March 26, 27, April 1, 2, 3 at 7:30 p.m. and March 
31 at 4:00 p.m. in the Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater on the third floor of the Spurk building. 
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‘Wolfman’ bites 


‘The Wolfman’ 
is all bark and 
little bite 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


As an ardent horror fan, and 
someone who's always preferred the 
lycanthropes to the vamps, I've anx- 
iously waited for Universal's modern 
*treatment of its 1941 Lon Chaney Jr. 
classic “The Wolfman” through the 
half dozen times its release has been 
pushed back, dating back to 2008. I 
could have waited a bit longer. 

The high budget horror film is set 
in 1891 England. Lawrence Talbot 
(Benicio Del Toro) is summoned 
home to the family estate after his 
brother is found slaughtered in the 
woods by an unknown creature. Here 
me meet his father (Anthony 
Hopkins) and his late brother's 
fiancée (Emily Blunt). As Lawrence 
attempts to track down his brother's 
killer, he is attacked and then himself 
begins to transform with the full 
moon. He is pursued by a intensely 
good Hugo Weaving as a Scotland 
Yard detective as the mayhem 
ensues. 

The biggest problem is that “The 
Wolfman” tries to pack too much plot 
into a relatively brief 102 minutes. 
There is an entire back story of fami- 
ly dysfunction between Lawrence 
and his family that is only briefly 


touched upon. It's not too often I'll 
say a movie is too short, but another 
30 minutes could have been used to 
flesh it all out and build the charac- 
ters more. Not only that, but the 
scenes switch with the frequency of a 
TV sitcom, building anticipation but 
never delivering results. You move 
from one place and person to the next 
almost instantaneously. While 
Hopkins and Blunt are fine actors, 
they are given little room to work 
with to make themselves anything 
more than sidekicks to the story. 

The second failure is an utterly 
boring Benicio Del Toro in the lead. 
His sullen, haunted looks must have 
been the reason he got the part, 
because he fails to bring any type of 
raw intensity to Lawrence when he is 
in human form. | am not a fan of his 
normally, but this performance was 
phoned in and just plain terrible. I 
salivate at the thought of a darker 
actor like Javier Bardem or Johnny 
Depp being given this role. 

The film does have its moments 
though and it's the important ones 
that count. When the hairy alter ego 
is the star, a bloody good time will be 
had by all. Director Joe Johnston 
marries the CGI perfectly in transfor- 
mation and chase scenes with the the 
closeup makeup work being done by 
the most famous makeup man in 
Hollywood history, Rick Baker. The 
6 time Oscar winner has been respon- 
sible from everything from Wookies 
and talking apes to Hellboy and The 
Grinch and is no stranger to the were- 
wolf world with his first Oscar com- 
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ing from “An American Werewolf in 
London.” Following the likes of 
“Wolf” and “The Howling,” Baker's 
fifth lycan makeup job here tops all 
others as he transforms Del Toro into 
something so simultaneously fierce 
and gorgeous, it made me dread the 
end of the night when he would 
return to his bland self. 

Baker's makeup, along with 
keeping the CGI to an only as neces- 
sary basis, is also coupled with the 
outstanding cinematography of 
Shelly Johnson. He nearly mirrors the 
visuals of the original film, making 
use of silhouettes and fog more than 
anything to drag you beside the vic- 
tims of the Victorian era nights in 
both forest and city. Another impres- 
sive score by the incomparable 
Danny Elfman jolts and jars you 
along with the numerous “jump” 
scares the movie effectively throws at 
you. 

The overly thick plot never gives 
itself a chance to expand or the actors 
(besides Weaving) a chance to 
explore because of the jumpy scene 
cuts and short running time. They 
tried to cram an epic into a far too 
small package. However, to sit 
through the ineffective Del Toro por- 
tions to be able to watch the beast 
itself in all its glory is something any 
horror fan should do once. It's noth- 
ing innovative and nothing new and 
the everyday film fan should avoid it, 
but if you like your gore and murder 
and like it pretty, it's worth the ticket 
price. Everyone else wait for the 
DVD. 


Parnaswha? 


By Linpsay DASKE 
Correspondent 


Every semester the new edition 
of Parnassus, Northern Essex’s 
Literary Arts Magazine, hits shelves 
all around campus, but how many 
people bother to pick it up? 

How often have you been in the 
C building lobby? 

You have probably failed to 
noticed the subtle green shelves with 
the washed out blue sign in the cen- 
ter of the room that advocates 
Parnassus. I know I hadn't until it 
was pointed out to me today. 

Admittedly, I am only aware of 
Parnassus because my stepmother 
picked it up once in Berhakis' lobby. 
Since the day I found it tucked away 
among a stack of magazines it has 
never left my coffee table. Matt 
Merritte a Journalism/Broadcast 
major here at Northern Essex had 
never heard of it either. 

“T think more people should read 
this. When I looked at it all the col- 
ors and pictures got my attention 
right away,” said Merritte, after I 
asked him to browse through the 
magazine and give me his opinion. 

There is no doubt that once you 
pick Parnassus up, you won't put it 
down. 

The pages are filled with phe- 
nomena! art and literature from peo- 
ple we walk with in the hallways, 
and sit with in class. Their level of 
education and talent is difficult to 
recognize behind their books and 


A College 
that fits 
Merrimack 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 
consider this: 


¢ Easy transfer application 
process and generous transfer 
credit approval 


¢ Transfer admission for both fall 
and spring semesters 


* Housing available to transfer 


students 


* Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


e Financial aid available for 
transfer students 


¢ Transfer scholarships available to 


eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 


"Merrimack College 


NORTH 


ANDOVER, 


hoodies. However, it becomes unde- 
niable as their work jumps out at us 
from these aesthetically pleasing 
pages. 

Art and literature are influential 
elements in any culture, and it is no 
different at Northern’ Essex. 
Parnassus is the perfect way to 
immerse yourself in the culture of 
our college. It is the perfect opportu- 
nity for students to express them- 
selves, and be enlightened by their 
peers. 

As I was searching for a student 
that knew about Parnassus, I found 
myself in the lobby of Spurk. This is 
where I ran into Chris McMullen a 
Communications major at NECC. 
He admittedly told me that he had 
only picked up a copy because a 
friend of his was a staff member. 

“There's art, photography, 
essays, short stories... a lot of local 
talent you don't get to see,” 
McMullen said as we discussed how 
terribly underrated the magazine is. 

McMullen said if people were 
made aware of it they would gen- 
uinely appreciate the work, and pos- 
sibly be inspired to submit their own. 

The fans of Parnassus should 
also be held just as accountable in 
the lack of exposure the student body 
has to it. It is not just the magazine or 
college staff that should be inform- 
ing others. This semester I am 
encouraging you to pick up 
Parnassus if you never have and sing 
its praises if you're an informed stu- 
dent or staff member so we can all 
enjoy the benefits. 


Contact John a 
mclaughtinj@merrimack.edu. 


www.merrimack.edu 


admissionfamerrimack.edu 


978-837-5100 
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Lack of space in 
shelters leaves 
homeless out in cold 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Correspondent 


Temperatures consistently plum- 
met below freezing, snowfall blan- 
kets the landscape, and every 
exhaled breath becomes a lingering 
mist of vapor in the wintry air. 
Finding a reprieve from the frigidity 
is a simple task for many, but for oth- 
ers it is a difficult and disheartening 
undertaking. 

Some find lodging at the local 
Haverhill homeless shelter, Mitch's 
Place, which only houses about 30 
men and women. Those who are 
turned away from the shelter must 
find another solution, and, for some, 
that solution is found underneath the 
Basiliere Bridge (Rt. 125 which con- 
nects Haverhill to Bradford), a place 

_ away from prying eyes that provides 


three concrete walls to fend against 
the elements. 

"One time, I couldn't get into the 
shelter...right? And I had to go 


_ underneath the bridge. I had to build 


a little fire just to keep my hands 
warm, and I didn't go to sleep it was 
just too cold," said Greg Nagrampa, 
who has previously experienced 
homelessness in the city of 
Haverhill. 

Even in the midst of this unbear- 
ably cold weather, there are men and 
women, who continue to take up res- 
idence underneath the Basiliere 
Bridge. 

On the Haverhill side of the 
Basiliere Bridge, the bridge's con- 
crete pillars are adorned by an 
assortment of graffiti and the pad- 
locked fence, which was meant to 
deter the homeless from taking up 
residence there, now sports a gaping 
hole. Just beyond the incapacitated 
chain-link barrier there are signs of 
habitation; two full-size mattresses 
are resting on the reddish-brown dirt 
surrounded by an array of blankets, 
clothing, and empty beer cases. 

Emanating from the ground is 


the pungent odor of human feces, 
which serves as another good reason 
to watch one's step, as if the possibil- 
ity of stepping on a used syringe 
wasn't reason enough to carefully 
navigate through the debris. 

Despite the limited protection 
offered by the concrete pillars and 
walls, comprising the underbelly of 
the Basiliere Bridge, the cold contin- 
ues to be an ever-present problem, 
but the gusts of wind become a less 
pervasive issue. Nevertheless, with 
temperatures below freezing the 
prospect of sleeping outside is a dan- 
gerous one, as frostbite becomes a 
very real threat. 

“Personally, I know of two peo- 
ple living outside, under the bridge 
right now,” said Lori Jane Simmer of 
Somebody Cares New England, a’ 
non-profit organization that works 
with the homeless. 

Simmer, who previously estimat- 
ed that there are about four to 10 
people found lodging underneath the 
Basiliere Bridge each night, is hope- 
ful that those who normally slept 
outside have found lodging away 
from the bitter cold. 


Mourning a master 


Country western 
musical legend 


Clyde Joy passes away 


By MARK PALERMO 
‘ Guest Columnist 


Last year a musical legend 
passed away in a Methuen nursing 
home. He was a country and western 
performer who got his start during 
the depression, playing for two dol- 
lars a day in a Manchester, NH 
clamshack. From there came appear- 
ances on live radio and TV, and he 
spent the rest of his life playing at 
country fairs and small town venues 
throughout rural New England. 

You have to be over 55 to 
remember Clyde Joy from his TV 
program on WMUR in Manchester, 
N.H. in the 1950’s, but his story 
transcends time and place and 
speaks to the human condition. 

Clyde’s TV show was around 
long before cable TV and if you grew 
up in Lawrence as I did, you had to 
adjust the rabbit ears just right to pick 
up the station. Clyde, sporting a ten- 
gallon hat and string tie, would MC 
the show speaking in his backwoods 
New Hampshire accent while his 
wife, Willie Mae, co-hosted and 
played the upright bass, and the show 
went out live. In the early days of tel- 
evision live meant really live, not 
merely taped before a studio audi- 
ence, which seems primitive by 
today’s digital programming stan- 
dards, but somehow more genuine 
and spontaneous. 

Music took Clyde many places in 
life as it did with me. I started play- 
ing guitar at dances when I was in 
high school. Graduated to taverns, 
college mixers, supper clubs and 
honky tonks. I was even a street 
musician in Madrid, Spain and 
played organ in a church. I will 
always remember when the capri- 
cious hand of fate placed me into 
Clyde’s musical orbit in the summer 


of 1974. 

That’s when somebody needed a 
bass player in a hurry and I got a call. 
Was I familiar with country music? I 
lied and said I was. Actually I didn’t 
know much about it, but with three 
chords, country music is easy, I was 
studying jazz. Anyway, it paid well 
and I ended up that summer playing 
in the house band at the Circle 9 
Ranch in Epsom, NH, which was 
owned by Mr. Clyde Joy. 

Looking back now, the Circle 9 
Ranch was pure Americana. This was 
a time when the economy of rural 
communities was sustained by farm- 
ing and light manufacturing; when 
most Main St. businesses were local- 
ly owned, including even department 
stores and banks. 

The Circle 9 gig turned out to be 
a Saturday night barn dance. Not a 
caricature of a barn dance by yuppies 
trying to simulate the experience of 
being “country.” No, this was the real 
thing. If only I had thought to take 
pictures. Rural folks arrived in old 
station wagons, flatbed trucks and 
pickups with the mounted gun racks. 

Admission was three bucks and 
you bring your own booze and drink 
it at wooden picnic tables inside. 
Sometimes a whole family would be 
at a table, including grandpa, grand- 
ma and the kids, sometimes even 
with a baby in a cradle next to the 
cases of beer, a spectacle which 
reminded me of the Okies in 
Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath.” 
The song list included selections 
such as, “Swinging Doors”, “a 
Jukebox,” “The Bottle Let Me 
Down,” and “Okie from Muskogee.” 
By the end of the night things could 
get wild, but it was great fun. 

I remember a hefty, red-faced, 
perspiring woman who would climb 
up on stage every Saturday night and 
belt out “The Games People Play.” I 
wondered what was in her life to 
make this song resonate so much 


_ with her. Then the height of the 


evening was when Clyde, wearing 
his ten-gallon hat and string tie, 
would sing a set with the band, bring- 
ing the house down with his signa- 
ture, “I Got My Education Out 


Behind the Barn.” Clyde was an 
excellent showman. 

We all were drinking, but I 
noticed Clyde was drinking a lot, 
actually getting wasted during his 
performances. At times we had to 
tune his guitar for him or steady him 
onto the stage because he was so out 
of it. It was funny at first, seeing this 
old guy in a cowboy suit stumbling 
drunk. We were young and didn’t 
know any better. 

One time, he couldn’t go on 
because his beautiful Gibson acoustic 
guitar was found outside, smashed 
with a rock. It wasn’t clear how it 
happened, but it gradually became 
obvious that something was terribly 
wrong. When I found out what it was, 
I was stunned. I realized it would 
make anyone want to get wasted. 
Clyde’s youngest son had been killed 
in Vietnam a couple of years before 
and his wife, Willie Mae, had just left 
him for one of the musicians in his 
band. | 

Thinking back on it now, I think 
he smashed his own guitar out of 
frustration. Can you imagine having 
the job of entertaining people, cater- 
ing to the needs of a crowd, when 
your life is falling apart? But when 
entertaining is your livelihood, that’s 
what you must do. 

But it all ended well for Clyde. 
Through it all he prevailed, becoming 
a beloved, venerable elder statesman 
to ever younger generations of coun- 
try fans. He kept performing into old 
age, and was a favorite at the 
Deerfield Fair. And his fan mail kept 
coming even after he entered a nurs- 
ing home. 

His passing reminds me once 
again that in the long run, it’s not so 
much the storms of life that come to 
you, but how you react to them that 
define your character. Music took 
him places, and I remember the 
places music has taken me too-like 
those long ago Saturday nights at the 
Circle 9 Ranch. : 


Professor Mark Palermo is a faculty 
member at Northern Essex Community 
College 
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Hope M. Hunt 


Basiliere Bridge in Haverhill gives protection to 
homeless people when shelters are full. 


The logic of 
fashion 


All the girls are 
dressed up with 
no one to impress 


By S. J. AUCHTERLONIE 
Correspondent 


Friday night finally arrives and 
we're out the door faster than you can 
say, ‘Does this bag match my outfit?’ 

The funny thing is, we don't need 
to ask. We already know five things 
that match that dress, three pairs of 
heels that will go with that shirt, and 
have half a dozen earrings that will 
match this jacket. Oh, and we have 
several mini dresses hanging in the 
closet with leggings as backup, just 
in case we can't get those skinny 
jeans zipped. 

Call it a gift that most women are 
born with. 

It's not that we're fussy, uptight, 
or even obsessed with looking on- 
trend. We don't desire to look like we 
just walked off a runway. We just 
want you to think we threw this 
together, hair curled and all, in under 
10 minutes. Even though it took us 
closer to two hours. 

Every weekend we all stroll 
around Forever 21, Nordstrom, and 
even Target to find the latest anything 
that is sure to impress. 

Impress who? I'm beginning to 
think it's ourselves. 

“JT don't really notice what a girl 
is wearing, unless it’s a low-cut shirt 
or a short skirt,” says biology major, 
Brendan Mormile. He adds, 
“Spandex pants turn a lot of heads in 
a good way, it's definitely a plus.” 

Not surprising, men notice what 
women are wearing only if it's tight, 
low-cut, or short. This we already 
knew. So, why are we girls constant- 


ly on the hunt for that perfect clutch? 
Cocktail ring? Pair of jeans? Micro- 
mini? 

“I think there are certain girls 
who dress for other girls,” explains 
student Bethany Schieding. She adds, 
“Lets face it. Most guys don't have 
any idea of whats ‘in,’ they just know 
what they like.” 

My friend used to tell me, 'If you 
can't be the smartest person at the 
table then you'd better bé the best 
dressed.’ Sounds superficial, but 
completely rings true in most female 
social situations. 

Schieding continues, “We dress 
up nice to gain the attraction of men, 
keeping in mind the rules of the 
women's world in the process, mak- 
ing sure we get it better than anyone 
else.” 

Exactly right. All women know 
how to gain the attention of the oppo- 
site sex; though such thinking plays a 
smaller role in putting together the 
perfect Friday night ensemble than 
one would think. 

Most women change their clothes 
at least once before they've settled on 
their choice for the evening. All the 
while thinking that they can “get it 
better” with each shirt, skirt, or neck- 
lace modification. 

“Typical night out; Skinny jeans 
and high heeled boots, dressy top 
with some type of blazer or short 
jacket over it,” explains communica- 
tions major, Brittany Haddad. “For a 
date night, definitely a skirt or a 
dress, not too fancy, and always 
pumps or booties. Oh, and I'm 
obsessed with jewelry, so always that 
when I'm dressed up.” 


Case and point. Do men even . 


know what booties are? 

Mormile asks, “Oh, are those the 
tall rubber rain boots girls wear? My 
friends and I can't stand them!” 

Hardly. 
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_ Sox signees look to make a difference 


Sox add defensive 
depth and pitching to 
aid suspect offensive 
By DAN HoGAN 
Correspondent 


oe 


Now that 
spring training 
has begun, we 
may start to get 
some answers to 
the hundreds of 
questions that are 
surrounding the 
Red -Sox coming 
into the 2010 season. Will David 
Ortiz still produce this season? What 
will the Red Sox do about Victor 
Martinez's expiring contract, will 
they bring him back next season? 
And of course, what is to become of 
Mike Lowell? 

These are only some of the many 
questions that will surround the Red 
Sox throughout Spring training, right 
up until their season opener against 
the defending champion New York 
Yankees on April 4. 

A major issue the Red Sox could 
face is the gaping hole left in the mid- 
dle of the lineup that Jason Bay left 
when he signed with the New York 
Mets this offseason. If David Ortiz 
can't return to his old form, when he 


was hitting 30 home runs a season, 
the Sox will be left without a big 


slugger in their lineup for the first 
time in over a decade. Manny 
Ramirez and David Ortiz carried the 
Red Sox to two World Series champi- 
onships in the last decade, and when 
Manny left, Bay filled in rather nice- 
ly. Bay hit 36 home runs and drove in 
119 runs for the Red Sox in 2009. 

Clearly offense was not some- 
thing that the Red Sox were worried 
about coming into the offseason. The 
primary focus seemed to be on bring- 
ing in pitching and defense. 

The Red Sox signed the best free 
agent pitcher on the market, former 
Angels ace John Lackey, and picked 
up third basemen Adrian Beltre as 
well. . 

Unfortunately Beltre's bat has 
declined over the years. In 2004 he 
hit 48 homeruns with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, and averaged 
about 25 homeruns per season from 
2002 to 2008. He saw those numbers 
decline to just eight homeruns last 
season while playing for the Seattle 
Mariners. The Sox are hoping it was 
just a down year for a guy on a bad 
team. Beltre's defense remains very 
strong. 

Former Blue -Jays shortstop 
Marco Scutaro signed with Boston 
during the offseason, as did Brewers 
outfielder Mike Cameron. Both play- 
ers have exceptional defensive skills. 

Red Sox General. Managet Theo 
Epstein is well aware of how impor- 
tant the pitching and defense will be 
this season with the lack of offense 


the Red Sox have. 

“When I look at this club, we 
have an excellent pitching staff, we 
have a chance to be an outstanding 
defensive club and I think we're 
going to hit. We may not score 900 
tuns, but I think we have a chance to 
hit," said Epstein in an interview with 
MLB.com. 

It was thought that the Sox would 
acquire San Diego Padres slugger 


‘Adrian Gonzalez to fill the void in 


the middle of the lineup, but the 
Padres elected to hold on to him until 
at least the trading deadline. This 
would be a pefect time for the Sox to 
acquire Gonzalez. 

"And if it turns out that's the one 
area of the club that could use 
improvement, we're certainly open to 
doing something in the middle of the 
year," Epstein said. "The last two 
trading deadlines, we've been able to 
acquire Jason Bay and Victor 
Martinez. We believe it's true that it's 
easier to acquire a quality bat mid- 
season than it is to acquire a top-of- 
the-rotation starter. In the offseason, 
it's usually the opposite. So we're 
pretty happy with where we are." 

The Red Sox will field one of the 
best starting pitching staffs in all of 
baseball this season. Led by accom- 
plished veterans Josh Beckett and 
John Lackey, along with Jon Lester 
who is becoming one of the leagues 
most elite pitchers. At the back end of 
the rotation there is veteran Tim 
Wakefield, who was selected for his 


Dominating the games 


N.H. native Bode 
Miller medaled in his 
first three events 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 
Dee? Ww 
Englanders 
have always 
had a_ great 


deal of pride 
when it comes 
to their home- 
; town athletes 

» and sports 
teams. The 
region has also produced some great 
talent over the years. It therefore 
comes as no surprise that fans are 
cheering on their hometown heroes 
as they get ready to take their medals 
home. 

Franconia, N.H., native Bode 
Miller is one of the biggest names in 
skiing and is one of the most success- 
ful athletes the sport has ever seen. 
Although Miller has always had tal- 
ent, he hasn't always lived up to 
expectations or acted as a role model 
for those who look up to him. Miller 
won two silver medals at the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. His success launched him into 
the spotlight for the 2006 games in 
Torino, Italy. With the spotlight on 
him Miller made a new name for 
himself, but for all the wrong rea- 
sons. Miller lost focus on skiing and 
spent more time partying and drink- 
ing than he did on the slopes. He 
failed to win any medals in five 
events and was seen as major disap- 
pointment. In a '60 Minutes’ inter- 


view in Jan. 2006 Miller compared 
skiing drunk to driving while intoxi- 
cated, 

In 2009 he made a return to com- 
petitive skiing, saying he had a 
renewed desire to return to his prior 
form. Miller has done just that at this 
year's Olympics. 

Miller, who is competing in a 
total of four events, has gotten pro- 
gressively better as the games have 
gone on. In his first event on Feb. 15, 
Miller captured the bronze medal in 
the Men's Downhill, trailing gold 
medalist Defago Didier of 
Switzerland by only .09 seconds. 
Four days later, on Feb. 19, Miller 
once again showed why he is consid- 
ered one of the best in his sport. This 
time Miller took home the silver 
medal in the men's super-G. In his 
third event, the men’s super com- 
bined, Miller dominated the competi- 
tion and won his first gold medal. 
Miller's final event the men’s slalom, 
takes place on Feb. 27. 

Likewise on Feb. 15 Seth 
Wescott, from Carrabasset Valley, 
Maine successfully defended his title, 
winning his second consecutive gold 
medal in men's snowboard cross. 
Wescott fought off stiff competition 
from fellow American Nate Holland, 
Canada's Mike Robertson and 
France's Tony Ramoin in the final. 

Norwich, Vt. celebrated on Feb. 
13 when skier Hannah Kearney won 
the gold medal in the ladies’ moguls. 
Kearney edged out defending gold 
medalist Jennifer Heil of Canada. 
Heil was trying to become the first 
Canadian to win an Olympic gold 
medal on home soil. ‘ 

Men's and women's snowboard- 
ing has been well represented by 
New Englanders in Vancouver. 
Hannah Teter and Kelly Clark, both 


MCT Campus photo 
Bode Miller celebrates 
his first gold medal. 


from Vermont, claimed the silver and 
bronze medals in the women's half- 
pipe competition on Feb. 18. This is 
the second time Clark has won a 
medal in the event; she won gold at 
the 2002 Olympics. At the 2006 
Olympics it was Teter’s time to shine, 
she defeated Clark and other com- 
petitors to win the gold medal. 

A New Englander also made it to 
the podium for the men's halfpipe 
competition. Scott Lago from 
Seabrook, N.H., won the bronze 
medal with a score of 42.8 out of a 
possible 50. Lago learned how to 
snowboard at the Amesbury Sports 
Park when he was nine years old. 
Lago won a World Cup Halfpipe 
competition in 2006 and has been 
climbing up the ranks ever since. 


Wire photo 


Newly aquired third baseman Adrian Beltre brings a 
strong bat and outstanding defense to the Sox lineup. 


first All-Star game last season, 
Daisuke Matsuzaka, and Clay 
Buchholz. Buchholz would most 
likely be used as trade bait in any 
mid-season deal the Sox might make. 

The big question still remains as 
to whether or not Matsuzaka will 
return to his 2008 form and be effec- 
tive again. He is having some back 
issues as spring training begins, but 
the Red Sox think that is just a brief 
setback due to his rigorous offseason 
workout. 


"I know he's worked really hard 
this winter to make up for last year 
and come out and have a big season - 
that's what we're all hoping for him," 
said Epstein. 

The Sox will still have All-Stars 
Kevin Youkilis, Dustin Pedroia, and 
Victor Martinez hitting the baseball, 
all of whom are in the prime of their 
careers to compliment the pitching 
staff. 


Anthony Siri named 
NJCAA Player of the Week 


NECC Knights basketball player Anthony Siri was recently named Player 
of the Week by the National Junior College Athletic Association. Siri, a 
6'2" guard from Lowell, led Northern Essex to two wins recently by 
recording a double-double in each game. In the 104-94 win against 
Southern Maine Community College on Jan. 12, Siri put in 36 points 
shooting 68 percent 17-of-25 from the field, grabbed 24 rebounds, and on 
the defensive side of the ball recorded six steals. In a win against 
Briarwood College on Jan. 14, he scored 20 points on 67 percent shooting 
and pulled down 21 rebounds. For that week, Siri scored 56 points on 68 
percent shooting 27-of-40, with 45 rebounds, six assists, and 10 steals. 


Drought draws to a close 


Team USA beats 
team Canada for the 
first time in 50 years 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


With the 
30th anniver- 
sary of the 
Miracle on Ice 
only days 
away, you did- 
n't have to be a 
hockey fan to 
realize just 

. . ~*"" how much the 
game. ‘Soa the U.S. and Canada 
meant, not just for the host nation, 
but also for Americans and USA. 
Hockey. 

For the U.S. it was their chance 
for revenge, after the Canadians won 
the gold medal at the 2002 Salt Lake 
City games. Now was the time for the 
U.S. to return the favor and beat the 
Canadians on their home ice, but that 
was going to be easier said than done. 

Going into Sunday's game, to 
say the Canadians had dominated the 
U.S. in Olympic competition would 
have been a huge understatement. 
The last time the U.S. had defeated 
Canada was at the 1960 Squaw 
Valley Games. To put that into per- 
spective, Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
president and not one player on the 
U.S. team had even been born. In 
fact, our current president Barack 
Obama wasn't born yet either. 

As the two teams took the ice at 
Canada Hockey Place the air was 
filled with anticipation and excite- 


Luger 


Olympian death 
footage prompts 
unwarranted uproar 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


The decision 
of NBC to show 
the fatal crash of 
Olympic luger 
Nieio dita sr 
Kumaritashivili 
has raised a fair 
amount of con- 
troversy. The 
21-year-old 
Georgian was 
killed on Feb. 12 during a test run 
shortly before the opening cere- 
monies. NBC played the tape, which 
shows him being thrown from his 
sled and into a steel pole as well as 
the unsuccessful attempts by medical 
teams to revive him. Some people 
have lauded the decision to replay the 
footage, while critics saw it as either 
inappropriate or an attempt to grab 
ratings. 

It never ceases to amaze me how 
a society of blow-it-up, shoot'em up 
heavy media like the United States 
gets its feathers ruffled when some- 
thing gruesome, but of actual news- 
worthiness, is shown on television. If 
it had been Bruce Willis jumping a 
sled over the heads of a Turkish terror 
organization while riddling their bod- 


ment. Canadian fans filled the seats 
hoping to see their team keep the 50- 
year Olympic winning streak alive. 
For the Americans it was a chance to 
see just how good they really were 
and to see if they could break the los- 
ing streak in the process. 

The first period of play was a pre- 
cursor to how the rest of the game 
would be play out. Both teams played 
with great intensity, making for an 
exciting and goal filled 20 minutes. It 
didn't take long for the U.S. to show 
how serious they were about the 
game. Just 41 seconds into the first 
period defenseman Brian Refalski 
beat Martin Brodeur on a redirect, 
giving the U.S. an early 1-0 lead. 

Canada scored their first goal 
with 11:03 left in the first period 
when forward Eric Staal beat goalie 
Ryan Miller to tie the game up at 1-1. 
The game didn't stay tied for long. 
Refalski scored his second goal of the 
game when he fooled Brodeur once 
again, this time with a low shot. At 
the end of the first period the U.S. 
lead Canada 2-1. 

The second period was similar to 
the first. Both teams were aggressive 
and physical in their play. Forward 
Dany Heatley leveled the game up 
early in the second period, but the 
US. kept fighting and playing their 
host. Then with 3:14 left in the peri- 
od veteran Chris Drury scored when 
Brodeur lunged and missed a puck in 
the crease. 

With 13:55 left in the final period 
Canada's Corey Perry was sent to the 
penalty box for slashing, giving the 
U.S. a 2-minute power play. U.S. 
team captain Jamie Langenbrunner 
capitalized on the opportunity scor- 
ing just as Perry was coming out of 
the box, giving the U.S. a 4-2 lead. 
Canadian superstar Sidney Crosby 


kept his team within striking distance 
with a power play goal with 3:09 left 
in the game. However it was too little 
to late. The U.S. scored an empty net 
goal as the final seconds expired, giv- 
ing team USA a 5-3 victory over 
team Canada. 

Although the Canadians out- 
played the U.S. throughout much of 
the game the U.S. prevailed. In the 
first and third periods Canada outshot 
the U.S. 33-10, but the goaltending 
for team USA was superb. Miller 
stopped 42-of-45 shots, single-hand- 
edly keeping the U.S. in the game. 

For the U.S. the victory was 
much more than another preliminary- 
round win. They showed Canada and 
the rest of the field they are a force to 
be reckoned with heading into the 
quarter-finals. They proved they 
could play with the best team Canada 
had to offer and had ended a 50-year 
drought in the process. 

For team Canada the loss was a 
setback and a disappointment. For 
Canadians, and team Canada in par- 
ticular, these Olympics have a much 
greater significance. After all, they 
are being held in Canada, the birth- 
place of hockey. In Canada the game 
of hockey is treated more like a reli- 
gion than a sport, and players such as 
Martin Brodeur and Patrick Roy are 
hailed as gods. The entire country is 
watching these games and this team. 
For Canadians, the thought of their 
team winning anything other than the 
gold medal would be, well, unthink- 
able. 

Team USA now has a bye going 
into the quarter-finals while Canada 
must play in the eight-team qualify- 
ing round in order to reach the medal 
round. 


controversy 


ies with bullets before back flipping 
into a perfect landing and delivering 
a hackneyed one-liner, well that 
would have been just fine to most 
people. 

NBC should not have to apolo- 
gize for airing newsworthy footage. 
They are, among other things, a news 
organization. The footage was imme- 
diately made available to all other 
news sources and by the day after it 
had happened, they decided to stop 
showing the footage as soon as it had 
outlived its immediate newsworthi- 
ness. Their was no wrongdoing or 
sensationalizing on anyone's part, 
and to claim otherwise is ignorant. 

This controversy was simply 
caused by the immediacy of the story. 
People don't like to sit in their homes 
feeling uncomfortable as they eat 
their TV dinners and tune in to forget 
their troubles. However, that's the 
exact reason the Kumaritashivili tape 
had to be shown. It existed and was 
therefore available to show the 
impact, and add the tangibility to the 
story that a newsman simply can’t do 
with words. Without the graphic and 
controversial photographs of the 
Haitian earthquake, people would not 
have been as affected by its impact. 

The world of journalism is in 
constant flux over whether to show 
certain images, a recent example 
being the footage of 9/11 jumpers in 
recent times. Graphic footage is con- 
stantly shown on television. The 
assassination tapes of John F. and 
Robert Kennedy and the Challenger 
explosion have been replayed con- 


jn Memory of 
Nodar Kumiantastee 


gies 


MCT Campus photo 
Fans erect memorial to 


honor Kumaritashivili. 


stantly on history programs. Any 
night on PBS, you can watch a lion 
pride tear the throat out of a zebra as 
they feed. These images have come 
to be accepted, because though 
graphic, they are more importantly 
the documented happenings of the 
world. It is not only the right of any 
news organization to show footage of 
this types, it is their responsibility as 
journalists. 
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Olympics? 


2. What guard did the 
Celtics aquire from the 
New York Knicks on 


Feb.18? 


3. Where do the Red Sox 
hold spring training? 


4. How many athletic 
events make up the 
Winter Olympics? 


5. What Red Sox holds 
the record for the most. 
intentional walks? 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. What N.H. native 
captured the bronze 


medal in the Men’s 
Halfpipe at the 2010 


IySWIaZIJSeA [IED “GS 
SLY 

"e]4 ‘SIA HOY “¢ 
UOSUIGOY d}eN *Z 
obe7] 09S “| 
-SYUSAMSNV 


Page 14 NECC Observer Feb. 24, 2010 


ARIES (March 21- 


eS April. 20). Business 
instructions may change 
Aries without warning _ this 

week. Late Tuesday 


watch for new employees or younger 
officials to make quick revisions. 
Avoid bringing attention to past mis- 
takes, if possible. Diplomacy will 
soon improve workplace relations. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights intense romantic emotions and 
unexpected invitations. Some Aries 
natives may feel pressured to return 
to a past relationship. If so, remain 
cautious: sudden changes are likely. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
/ May 20) Before 
Wednesday a close friend 
or trusted colleague may 
provide misinformation or 
faulty instructions. Areas affected are 
addresses, site locations or planned 
events. Confusion will be short- 
lived. Remain focused and ask for 
confirmation or detailed explana- 
tions. After mid-week a powerful 
wave of insight, intuition and new 
optimism arrives. Several months of 
social and romantic disappointment 
is now ending. Remain open and 
trusted your own feelings: all is well. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21) 
Listen closely to the 
social observations of 
| | loved ones over the next 
few days. For many 

genint Geminis an unexpected 
emotional triangle may 

now be more draining than anticipat- 
ed. Provide concrete advice and cre- 
ative suggestions. Friends and rela- 
tives will soon rely heavily on your 
insights. After Thursday a past busi- 


ness associate may ask for clarifica- 
tion or propose an unusual partner- 
ship. Thoroughly verify all facts, 
documents or agreements: misinfor- 
mation will quickly prove costly. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Over the next 
few days many 
Cancerians will 
encounter a new roman- 
tic attraction. Unusual flirtations, 
social ethics and controversial pro- 
posals may all be accented. Tuesday 
through Thursday pay close attention 
to subtle comments or last minute 
invitations. Although new relation- 
ships are strongly favored, past 
romantic triangles may be briefly 
bothersome. After Friday watch also 
for a fast financial reversal. Someone 
close may need serious advice. Stay 
alert. 


N 


Leo 


c) 
ee” 
Cancer 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Fresh romantic invita- 
tions may bring unexpect- 
ed complications over the 
next few days. Some 
Leos, especially those born in late 
July, will soon be asked to choose 
between old friends and new lovers. 
Go slow and watch for rare emotion- 
al outbursts: this is not the right time 
to risk long-term trust or offer unreal- 
istic promises. After mid-week busi- 
ness officials or older relatives may 
request completed documents or pre- 
dictable schedules. Remain deter- 
mined: your time is valuable. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Early 
this week a long-term 
| I) friend may discuss recent 
business events or job 
Virgo adjustments. Remain 


attentive but distant. Others may 
eventually feel vulnerable about 
revealing private information. 
Tuesday through Friday watch for 
someone close to request detailed 
romantic or social advice. Hidden 
emotions and unethical triangles may 
be at issue. Offer kind words but stay 
uninvolved. Late this weekend rest 
and gain perspective. New business 
duties will soon arrive. 


Q 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Quick flashes of wis- 
dom are now highlighted. 
Monday through 
Wednesday study the group reactions 
or subtle comments of, friends or col- 
leagues. Avoid social drama, if possi- 
ble, and expect unresolved attrac- 
tions or complex emotional triangles 
to soon demand public resolution. 
After mid-week a recently critical co- 
worker or business partner will offer 
bold ideas and renewed confidence. 
Ask no questions: rather, accept the 
obvious and begin a new era of 


shared trust. 
Scop younger colleague may 
disrupt delicate work 
methods or find fault with trusted 
procedures. Refuse to be challenged. 
This is not the right time to publicly 
resolve minor battles of will with 
new co-workers. After Wednesday a 
new romantic overture may be unset- 
tling. If so, expect withheld feelings 
and hidden attractions to be easily 
revealed. Passions will be high: 
politely avoid all promises and wait 
for clarity. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Team assign- 
ments may be draining 
this week. Late Monday a 


www.suffolk.edu/summer 


SUMMER I: 
Day: May 17 - June 24 
Evening: May 17 - July 2 


SUMMER II: 


Day: July 6 - 
Evening: July 6 - August 2 


SAGITTARIUS 


x (Nov.  23-Dec. 21) 


Sagittarius Financial agreements 

and detailed contracts 
are highly rewarding over the next 
few days. If possible, finalize all out- 
standing negotiations or formal 
promises before mid-week. Some 
Sagittarians may soon bring added 
business resources and income into 
their lives. Don't hesitate: there's 
much to be gained. After Friday a 
new friendship may bring unique 
invitations or group events. New cre- 
ativity, hobbies or sporting activities 
are highlighted: stay open to fast 


change. 

~ 

6 22-Jan. 20) Workplace 

- discussions may this week 

Capricorw reveal unexpected time 
conflicts or restrictions. Ask col- 
leagues to provide accurate informa- 
tion and compare all facts, figures or 
amounts. Monday through 
Wednesday key officials or bosses 
may offer misinformation or vague 
descriptions. Pace yourself: complex 
work assignments will now require 
confidence and determination. After 
Thursday vivid dreams and insights 
are accented. Stay alert to sudden 
family realizations. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

Feb. 19) New romantic 

VN ideas may now provide 
delightful moments of dis- 
traction. Early this week 
expect a friend or lover to suggest 
unusual travel plans, social activities 
or romantic experiences. Rekindled 
sensuality between will soon be an 
ongoing theme. Stay balanced and 


Aquarius 


August 13 


Enjoy Boston. 
Earn credit. 


Accelerate your studies with a Suffolk Summer Program. 


Suffolk University welcomes visiting undergraduate and graduate students to 
attend summer classes in the heart of Boston. 


= Earn credit on campus, online, or abroad 
= Choose courses in the College of Arts & Sciences and Sawyer Business School 
m Take a 2-week Summer Institute course 
@ Study abroad in exciting 2-6 week programs in Paris, Madrid, London and more 


watch for key relationships to steadi- 
ly expand over the next few weeks. 
After Friday some Aquarians may be 
asked to provide financial paperwork 
or legal records. Remain cautious: 
minor mistakes will escalate. 


A 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Family rou- 
tines may this week be 
briefly interrupted by last 
minute social news. Planned events 
or group celebrations may soon need 
to be postponed. Conflicting sched- 
ules or new travel commitments may 
be at issue. Respond quickly to pro- 
posed revisions. After Wednesday 
business relations will demand care- 
ful negotiations and revised time 
schedules. Be thorough: at present, 
bosses or managers may be privately 
evaluating your expertise and leader- 
ship skills. 


If your birthday is this 
week...after mid-April watch for the 
arrival of a complex and emotionally 
demanding friendship. New relation- 
ships and potential love affairs will 
be highly captivating but unreliable. 

Over the next few months avoid 
emotional risk, if possible, and refuse 
to be derailed by unrealistic promis- 
es. Early in June business delays will 
be briefly problematic: expect newly 
initiated contracts or employment 
arrangements to be easily postpone. 
Be patient and watch for fast 
progress later in July. 

Much of the summer and autumn 
months will also bring vital changes 
to family relationships and home 
expectations. Loved ones will press 
for concrete achievements: stay 
focused. 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


Hin big! He< 
nothing , Gebhiey 


ACROSS 47 Actor Estrada 


1 Series for Catherine Bell 48 O’Neill and McMahon 
4 “__ 54, Where Are You?” 49 Sharp-minded 
7 “__ with the Wind” 50 Butterfly catcher’s need 
11 __ de cologne 51 Enkindled 
12 Actress McClanahan 52 Historical periods 
13 Robert __ of “The Sopranos” 53 Universal distress signal 
14 “Sweet Nothing in My _” 54 “Voyage to the Bottom of the _” 
15 Apple pie ala __ 
16 Monopoly board corner square DOWN 
17 Actor on “CSI” 1 Wrangler or Grand Cherokee 
20 Uncanny sense, for short 2 Excellent report card 
21 “Old MacDonald had a farm, 3 Esteemed teacher 
10... 4 Childhood respiratory disease 
22 Sitcom about Deacon Frye 5 German car company 
25 Mac alternatives 6 Vote into office for a second term 
26 Crawling insect 7 Classic Hasbro action figure toy 
29 Nurse on “ER” 8 Oil of __ 
: : 33 Golfer’s peg 9 Sedaka or Cavuto 
i ; by 34 “...__ the ramparts we 10 Perry Mason creator __ Stanley 
Ahr rats Ging. yo} | watched...” Gardner 
, for Auso Sets ..,: oe 35 “__ Make a Deal” 15 Brit. sports cars 
: {We wow a Coupen- 36 “Cat __ Hot Tin Roof" 18 Nighttime host Jay _~ 
Can Change yar ! Pa ae = 37 “The __ News Bears” 19 Vigoda’s role on “Barney Miller” 
Lem ‘ 39 Reality series 22 “Sister __”; film for Whoopi 
b) 46 Tennis pro Arthur 23 __ West 


24 Before, in poetry 

25 Golf hole average 

26 Reverent wonder 

27 __ King Cole 

28 Cobb and Burrell 

30 Actress Anderson 

31 Skies 

32 Alan of “M*A*S*H” 
36 Heating chambers 
37 Englishmen, for short 
38 Inquire 

39 “Oh, for Pete's __!” 
40 Drug addict 

41 First name for a “Cheers” actress 
42 Sandwich cookie 

43 Diner on “Alice” 

44 Dog in “Garfield” 

45 Dog on “The Thin Man” 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 
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Presidents’ Dz Day trivia contest answers 


1. Who was the only president elected unanimously by the Electoral College? - George Washington. 
2. Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and J.Q. Adams, presidents number 3, 4, 5 and 6, all had the same job before becoming president. 
What was it? - Secretary of State. This job was once considered to be a training ground for the Presidency. Hillary, take eee 

3. Presidents William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Zachary Taylor and Millard ; 
Fillmore were neither Republicans nor Democrats. What party did they belong to? - They were Whigs. 

4. What president requested that a copy of the U.S. Constitution be placed 

under his head in his tomb? - Andrew Johnson. 

5. Which president received more electoral votes in a single election than any other? - Ronald Reagan holds 
the record. He received 525 electoral votes in the 1984 election. 


6. Who became president without receiving a single electoral vote for president or vice-president? - Gerald Ford. He was appoint- 
ed Vice President in 1973, under the terms of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment. He became President the following year, after the res- 
ignation of Richard Nixon. 

7. How many presidents have died in office? Has any vice-president ever died in office? - Eight Presidents died in office, four by 
assassination. Seven Vice Presidents died in office, none by assassination. Who would shoot a Vice President? 

8. Which president had to have a special bathtub installed in the White House? - William Howard Taft. He weighed well over 300 
pounds! 

9. Who is the only person to have served as both president and chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in his lifetime? - Taft 
again. Did they have to install a special bathtub at the Supreme Court? We wonder... 

10. Who was the youngest president ever? - Theodore Roosevelt. JFK was the youngest elected President, but Roosevelt was the 
youngest ever when he became President after the death of William McKinley. 


Thank you all for submitting your answers. 


Professors Padova and Morse will award the yet-to-be-determined winner a cherry pie. 
His or her name will be announced in the March 10 edition of the Observer. 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 


* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


* financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 


* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 
studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 
and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N.H., and 


Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


- Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


Southern, a” 
New Hampshire 
University 


Bethany Perkins 


a Associate Director/Transfer Coordinator 
on campus. on location. online. Office of Undergraduate Admission 


b.perkins@snhu.edu.| 800.642.4968 | www.sahu.edu/observer 


